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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of January 3, 2013, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

HONORING INTERNATIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today, 
December 10, is International Human 
Rights Day. Sixty-five years ago in 1948 
the first 58 members of the United Na-
tions, fresh from the wounds and 
memories of World War II, adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. They put aside profound dis-
agreements about their political, eco-
nomic, and social ideologies, their cul-
tural and their religious differences. 

Together they created a document 
remarkable for its breadth of human 
rights protections and outlined a bold 
vision of a world built on the premise 
that ‘‘all human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and rights.’’ The 
Universal Declaration articulated man-
kind’s greatest aspirations to respect 
and protect the dignity of every per-
son, regardless of his or her race, eth-
nicity, beliefs, or social standing. 

The Universal Declaration became 
the cornerstone for developing inter-
national standards for the protection 
of human rights and helped inform the 

moral and legal basis for legislative ac-
tion here in Congress. I am privileged 
to be the cochair of the bipartisan Tom 
Lantos Human Rights Commission, 
dedicated to promoting human rights 
and educating our congressional col-
leagues on the importance of standing 
up for human rights. 

Through hearings and initiatives, we 
have focused on some of the most crit-
ical human rights challenges around 
the world. This year we began the De-
fending Freedoms Project, where Mem-
bers of Congress can adopt prisoners of 
conscience. I congratulate those Mem-
bers who have adopted prisoners and 
boldly advocated for their release. I in-
vite all my colleagues to join the Com-
mission in its Defending Freedoms 
Project. 

As my colleagues are aware, the U.S. 
Congress has a long history of standing 
up for the disenfranchised and the 
abused. It has stood on the side of im-
migrants and championed the rights of 
those whose governments forbid them 
to emigrate. It has worked on behalf of 
the disappeared and tortured in Chile 
and the gulags of the former Soviet 
Union. It has stood up for the rights of 
workers, journalists, and other human 
rights defenders. I hope this Congress 
and future Congresses will not abandon 
that history, but will continue to stand 
up for the rights of the disenfranchised, 
not just abroad but right here at home. 

Along with my colleague FRANK 
WOLF, I am proud to carry on the tradi-
tion as the bipartisan sponsors of the 
Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Ac-
countability Act, which Congress ap-
proved last year and the President 
signed into law. The Magnitsky Act re-
sponds to the ongoing pattern of bru-
tality against those speaking out for 
truth and justice in Russia. It bans 
U.S. visas and freezes the assets of 
some of Russia’s gross violators of 
human rights, and affirms our commit-
ment to safeguarding human rights and 
fighting impunity regardless of where 
such transgressions occur. 

In an increasingly interconnected 
world, the Universal Declaration chal-
lenges us to place our commitment to 
human rights firmly and uncompromis-
ingly at the center of our foreign pol-
icy. Too often we fail this test. For ex-
ample, despite China’s relentless 
crackdown on the Tibetan people, we 
continue business as usual with China. 
The toll of this oppression on human 
dignity is seen in 19 self-immolations— 
Tibetans’ desperate protest against 
China’s policies and an appeal to the 
world for action. 

The Universal Declaration also de-
mands that we press our friends and al-
lies when they are responsible for 
human rights abuses. In Bahrain, since 
the 2011 uprising, we have seen reports 
of torture, multiple cases of forced con-
fession, and the unjust prosecution of 
medical personnel. Peaceful political 
and human rights leaders have been ar-
bitrarily jailed to the detriment of po-
litical reform and stability. Instead of 
leveraging our good relations with 
Bahrain to achieve greater respect for 
human rights, we have chosen to renew 
military sales and abandon our past de-
mands for increased human rights pro-
tections. 

Finally, International Human Rights 
Day reminds us to recommit to re-
specting human rights in our own Na-
tion. We must eliminate torture in all 
our policies. We must work harder to 
prevent human trafficking on our own 
soil, and we must protect and advance 
such basic rights as access to adequate 
food, a fundamental human right under 
article 25 of the Universal Declaration. 
Forty-eight million Americans, includ-
ing 16 million children, don’t have 
enough to eat in this country. Yet in 
September, we saw devastating cuts to 
our SNAP program, with maybe even 
more on the way in the final version of 
the farm bill. The Universal Declara-
tion and our own American values de-
mand that we do better. 

With the passing of one of the great-
est champions of human rights, Nelson 
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Mandela, I would like to close with 
words he offered in this very Chamber 
to a joint meeting of Congress in 1990: 

To deny any person their human rights is 
to challenge their very humanity. To impose 
on them a wretched life of hunger and depri-
vation is to dehumanize them. 

As we remember Nelson Mandela, let 
us draw inspiration from his dedication 
to the principles enshrined in the Uni-
versal Declaration, and let us rise to 
the challenge of that document’s vision 
to respect, protect, and promote the 
human dignity of every person so that 
we might achieve a more peaceful, just, 
secure world. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO PAT GRANT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HUIZENGA of Michigan). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Oklahoma 
(Mr. BRIDENSTINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, Pat 
Grant passed away on November 26, 
2013. 

Whether you called her ‘‘colonel,’’ 
‘‘attorney’’ or ‘‘champ,’’ Pat Grant was 
one of the most extraordinary women 
you would ever hope to meet. She 
dominated women’s golf in Oklahoma 
during the 1930s and 1940s. In addition 
to her golf prowess, Grant served her 
country for 22 years in the United 
States Army. After the Army, Grant 
practiced law for 30 years. 

It was said of Grant: 
She was not only the perfect example of an 

athlete; she was the type of American our 
country needs to look up to. 

People started noticing Grant when 
she won the Oklahoma State High 
School Golf Championship as a 13-year- 
old freshman at Cushing High School. 
She would win it three times before 
graduating in 1938. Then it was on to 
Oklahoma Baptist University in Shaw-
nee. There was no golf team at Okla-
homa Baptist University at the time, 
but she was given a scholarship for 
teaching golf to other students. She 
graduated from OBU in 1942 and was 
the first woman to be inducted into the 
OBU Athletic Hall of Fame. 

While at OBU and at the age of 18, 
Grant won the Oklahoma Women’s 
State Amateur Championship in 1939. 
In 1940, at the Indian Hills Country 
Club in Tulsa, Grant won the State 
championship again. Her third straight 
championship came at the Southern 
Hills Country Club in Tulsa. During 
that championship, she set a new 
course record for women at Southern 
Hills and won the championship match 
9 and 8. She held the trophy for the 
fourth straight year with a 7 and 6 win 
in Shawnee. The legend was beginning 
to take shape. Grant became known for 
hitting long, booming drives, some as 
long as 250 yards. It was rumored that 
sometimes she even talked to her golf 
ball. 

There was no State championship in 
1943, 1944 or 1945 because of World War 
II; but when play resumed in 1946, 
Grant won the State Amateur Cham-
pionship again. With that victory, 

Grant became the only person in Okla-
homa history to win the State cham-
pionship 5 years in a row. That record 
still stands today. 

When World War II broke out, Grant 
put aside her ambition of becoming a 
professional golfer so she could serve 
her country. ‘‘It seemed like the right 
thing to do,’’ she said. ‘‘We were at 
war, and I didn’t want to sit around 
here and do nothing,’’ she said. Her ca-
reer in the Army was as illustrious as 
her accomplishments on the golf 
course. 

Grant and her sister, Mary Margaret, 
enlisted in the Army in 1942. Grant 
went into the Women’s Army Corps, 
and Mary enlisted in the Army Nurse 
Corps. Grant was commissioned as a 
lieutenant in April 1943. While in the 
military, Grant held duty assignments 
all over the globe, including assisting 
the chief legal counsel during the Nur-
emberg Trials. Grant also served as the 
personal escort to Eleanor Roosevelt 
when the former First Lady toured 
Germany in 1948. 

Grant received 23 letters of com-
mendation while in the Army and won 
golf tournaments all over the world. 
‘‘It was good publicity for the Army for 
me to be playing in all these golf tour-
naments,’’ Grant said. ‘‘It was great for 
me because the Army was paying my 
way. That’s what you call a ’win-win,’ ’’ 
she added. 

In 1965, after 22 years of Active Duty, 
Grant retired from the Army with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. She was one 
of only 60 women to attain such a rank 
at that time. As if her life were not full 
enough, Grant landed in San Antonio 
to earn a law degree in 1966. 

Just as she protected her country, 
Grant fought for rights and justice 
through her family law practice. Be-
cause of her service to others, Grant 
was named Woman of the Year by the 
Texas Federation of Business and Pro-
fessional Women’s Clubs in 1972. Re-
tirement came for good in 1995. Grant 
moved to Cortez, Colorado. At the age 
of 90, she was still active and full of 
life. Grant flew an ultralight aircraft 
every Saturday morning when weather 
permitted. 

‘‘It has been a good trip,’’ Grant re-
cently said. ‘‘God has chosen a life of 
adventure for me. I wouldn’t trade it.’’ 

Grant loved God, and she loved her 
neighbor, and she spent her life dedi-
cated to family, friends, and country. 
She was inducted into the Women’s 
Oklahoma Golf Hall of Fame in April 
of 2010. She passed away on November 
26, 2013, at the age of 90. She was a 
great role model for all Americans. 

f 

FLUSHING REMONSTRANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. MENG) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of my legislation, the Flush-
ing Remonstrance Study Act, H.R. 3222. 

This bill directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a special resource 

study of the Flushing Remonstrance 
and significant local resources. The 
Flushing Remonstrance is an impor-
tant part of my local history, and I 
would like to take a few moments to 
discuss its origins and influence on our 
country. 

The Quakers of the mid-17th century 
were prohibited from practicing their 
religious traditions in the New 
Netherland, which included parts of 
what is now New York State. In re-
sponse, a group of local activists wrote 
the Remonstrance as a declaration 
against religious persecution. Although 
356 years old, its intent still shines 
brightly in the ideals our Nation em-
braces today. 

On December 27, 1657, 30 English citi-
zens stood against oppression and as-
serted the rights of Quakers and other 
religious minorities to practice their 
religion. 

They wrote: 
We desire . . . not to judge lest we be 

judged, neither to condemn lest we be con-
demned, but rather let every man stand or 
fall to his own master. 

This petition, known as the Flushing 
Remonstrance, made a forceful argu-
ment against judging and condemning 
others for what they believed. It was 
met with great opposition from the 
local government in what is known 
today as Flushing, Queens. 

One of the greatest and most out-
spoken proponents of religious freedom 
at the time was an English immigrant 
named John Bowne. At great risk to 
himself, John invited the Quakers to 
hold religious services in his own 
home. He was arrested for doing so, 
fined, and then banished to his home-
land of Holland for his crimes. While in 
Holland, John Bowne appealed to the 
influential Dutch West India Company 
to return home. His pleas of justice 
were accepted. Because of Bowne’s em-
pathy and strong convictions for reli-
gious freedom, the company demanded 
that religious persecution end in the 
colony. 

b 1215 
Bowne’s story of personal courage 

should not be forgotten. Our Nation 
was founded upon the ideals that foster 
a tolerant society, the same ideals that 
Bowne practiced every time he opened 
his door to a Quaker seeking refuge 
from persecution. Bowne’s home, which 
served as a symbol of religious freedom 
to so many, was converted into a mu-
seum in 1947 and listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1977. 

It is important that we continue to 
preserve and understand the historical 
significance of the Remonstrance, 
strengthening its ties to the Queens 
community and beyond. To help 
achieve this goal, I introduced the 
Flushing Remonstrance Study Act, 
which will help the Queens community 
connect to its rich past in possibly new 
and exciting ways. The Bowne House 
could benefit from further Federal 
study; and other associated locations, 
such as the Quaker Meeting House, 
should be considered for registry. 
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The story of the Flushing Remon-

strance is not for New Yorkers alone. 
It is a precursor to a fundamental right 
to practice one’s religion. It is a value 
in our First Amendment. I am proud to 
represent a district that tended to the 
early roots of religious freedom that 
have now grown into an unquestionable 
American right. I hope the Flushing 
Remonstrance Study Act and the De-
cember 27 anniversary will help us all 
remember the courage of John Bowne 
and the passion for religious freedom 
held by the authors of the Flushing Re-
monstrance. 

f 

PROTECTING MINNESOTA RATE-
PAYERS FROM WASHINGTON IN-
ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, the D.C. Circuit Court ruled in 
favor of America’s energy ratepayers. 

For more than 30 years, the Depart-
ment of Energy has assessed a special 
tax and a special assessment on my 
constituents and the residents of 40 
other States around the country who 
receive their electricity from nuclear 
power. Minnesotans have paid over $400 
million alone. The stated reason for 
this tax: to pay for the disposal of used 
fuels generated from nuclear energy. 
To date, the total amount collected is 
more than $24 billion, but little of that 
money has even been spent. 

Since 1987, the law of the land re-
mains that Yucca Mountain is the site 
for geological storage of nuclear spent 
fuel. Unfortunately for ratepayers, par-
tisanship and bickering in Washington 
have nearly halted the program from 
moving forward. In classic Washington 
fashion, even with all of this inaction, 
the tax has continued to be assessed 
and the moneys have continued to be 
collected. 

Fortunately, this court action will 
bring an end to this, but just for now. 
I have long been an advocate of stop-
ping these payments. The government 
is not doing what it promised to do 
with used fuel; yet millions of rate-
payers are still being forced to foot the 
bill. Minnesotans and Americans 
should not be taxed for a service that 
the government is not providing. 

Mr. Speaker, we should be expanding 
the development of nuclear energy. It 
is safe, it is clean, and it is renewable. 
Storing these used fuels is a critical 
piece of that effort, and we need a per-
manent solution, whether it is at 
Yucca Mountain or somewhere else. 

It is reasonable and fair that if the 
administration is going to continue to 
drag its feet on a permanent storage 
site, as they have for several years 
now, then ratepayers and taxpayers 
should not be forced to fund inaction. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the court’s 
decision to protect Minnesota rate-
payers and stopping these payments. In 
addition, it is time to get serious about 

the future of nuclear energy and mov-
ing forward with safe and proper stor-
age facilities for the waste. 

f 

THE DO-NOTHING REPUBLICAN 
MAJORITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, well, here 
we go again. Our to-do list continues to 
pile up and Republican House leader-
ship of this legislative body—if we can 
even use words like ‘‘leadership’’ and 
‘‘legislative’’ to describe the House 
anymore—has officially cemented the 
first session of the 113th Congress as 
the ‘‘least productive of all time.’’ 

We have not passed a budget, have 
not passed a farm bill, have not fixed 
the Voting Rights Act, or done any-
thing in our charge to make the peo-
ple’s voices heard in their Nation’s 
Capital. In fact, if recent reports in the 
D.C. newspapers are any indication, 
House leadership seems to be more con-
cerned with planning fund-raisers in 
New York City than getting anything 
done here in Washington, D.C. 

The leadership of the people’s House 
has continued to govern by sound bites 
and passing messaging bills that go no-
where—even shutting down the govern-
ment for more than 2 weeks in the 
process, a painful exercise and expen-
sive exercise. 

But we are about to call it a year and 
skip town with so much left undone. 
Our unemployment—or employment— 
rate is at its lowest point in 5 years. 
But imagine how much lower it would 
be today if we would work together and 
focus on jobs instead of attempting to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act since 
2011; 

Rolling back sequestration and re-
placing it with a responsible budget 
that cuts where we can and invests 
where we must; 

Passing comprehensive immigration 
reform to expand the American Dream 
to our friends and neighbors who want 
so desperately to contribute to the 
greatest country on the planet; 

Updating the Voting Rights Act so 
that everyone is able to fulfill their 
basic human right and duty of going to 
the polls; 

Increasing the minimum wage to re-
store dignity to those who have been 
forced to work two, and sometimes 
three, jobs simply to put food on the 
table; 

Passing a farm bill—something that 
needs to be done and used to be rou-
tine—and empowering our Nation’s 
family farms to ensure that our na-
tional food supply remains secure and 
remains plentiful; 

Focusing on the clear and present 
danger that climate change has 
brought to the Midwest and to our 
shores along the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Atlantic coast. 

I could go on and on, but I only have 
5 minutes. 

Tax reform, certainly commonsense 
gun reform like expanding background 
checks, and passing ENDA. 

The fact is that there are about 10 to 
15 pieces of major legislation that 
would improve our country and the 
quality of life for Americans of every 
race, orientation, political party, and 
socioeconomic status. But they are not 
being pushed by this House. 

Almost all of these bills, if given a 
simple up-or-down vote, would pass 
with a bipartisan majority; but House 
leadership continues to act in the in-
terest of a few extremists in their own 
party instead of doing what is right for 
our American people. 

I, like many of my Democratic col-
leagues, have signed onto a resolution 
introduced by my good friend LOUISE 
SLAUGHTER, which would prevent Con-
gress from adjourning unless the House 
agrees to a budget by December 13. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support this resolution so 
that we stay in town until we perform 
at least one of our basic duties before 
leaving for the holidays. The American 
people deserve so much more than 
what we have given them in the past 
year. 

It is my hope that when we gavel in 
next year, we will do so with a renewed 
willingness to work together and focus 
on the top priority for Americans, 
which is, indeed, putting people back 
to work. The American public expects 
and deserves nothing less. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 22 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God of the Universe, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

We join the world this day to ask 
Your blessing upon all worldwide who 
mourn the death of Nelson Mandela. 

One of the great figures of human 
history, and most certainly of our own 
era, Madiba joined a small fellowship 
of heroic people whose commitment, 
ultimately, to nonviolence and rec-
onciliation changed our world. 

As today marks the 20th anniversary 
of the Office of United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, we 
ask that You give all who inhabit the 
Earth the will to intensify our efforts 
to fulfill our collective responsibility 
to promote and protect the rights and 
dignity of all people everywhere and 
the wisdom to know how best to do so. 
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Bless us this day and every day, and 

may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT STANDS 
ON A SAND FOUNDATION 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, even the 
White House’s best ObamaCare damage 
control efforts, waivers, delays, pen-
alty deadline, adjustments, and tem-
porary fixes sadly leave the so-called 
Affordable Care Act’s sand foundation 
untouched. 

Math undergirding the entire law re-
mains structurally unsound and 
threatens the broader insurance mar-
ket in this country. That is a shame 
for each and every American. 

As someone who wants to see greater 
access and affordability in health care, 
and more options for Americans in the 
individual insurance market, it is my 
hope that the country moves toward a 
competitive, patient-centered system 
like the one outlined by the House Re-
publican Study Committee in the 
American Health Care Reform Act. 

Something as transformative as 
health care policy should never be 
forced on the American people on an 
embarrassingly unstudied and purely 
partisan basis, the way President 
Obama chose to proceed with the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

f 

VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL 
FACILITY LEASES 

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in favor of H.R. 3521, which 
authorizes medical facility leases for 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. I 
am a cosponsor of this bipartisan bill, 
and I am pleased that it allocates $20 
million for community-based out-

patient clinics in my home State of Ar-
izona. 

The Phoenix VA Health Care System 
serves the majority of our veterans. 
More than 300,000 veterans reside in 
this service area. Having an additional 
facility will help these men and women 
access the care they deserve. 

I thank my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle for supporting this bill. 
Helping our veterans isn’t a partisan 
issue; it is a national responsibility. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 9, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2013 at 6:06 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3626. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill was signed by Speaker pro 
tempore DENHAM on Monday, December 
9, 2013: 

H.R. 3626, to extend the Undetectable 
Firearms Act of 1988 for 10 years 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MAJOR MEDICAL FACIL-
ITY LEASE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 3521) to authorize Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs major med-
ical facility leases, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3521 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 

of Veterans Affairs Major Medical Facility 
Lease Authorization Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL FA-

CILITY LEASES. 
The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may 

carry out the following major medical facil-
ity leases at the locations specified, and in 
an amount for each lease not to exceed the 
amount shown for such location (not includ-
ing any estimated cancellation costs): 

(1) For a clinical research and pharmacy 
coordinating center, Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico, an amount not to exceed $9,560,000. 

(2) For a community-based outpatient clin-
ic, Brick, New Jersey, an amount not to ex-
ceed $7,280,000. 

(3) For a new primary care and dental clin-
ic annex, Charleston, South Carolina, an 
amount not to exceed $7,070,250. 

(4) For the Cobb County community-based 
Outpatient Clinic, Cobb County, Georgia, an 
amount not to exceed $6,409,000. 

(5) For the Leeward Outpatient Healthcare 
Access Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, including a 
co-located clinic with the Department of De-
fense and the co-location of the Honolulu Re-
gional Office of the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration and the Kapolei Vet Center of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, an 
amount not to exceed $15,887,370. 

(6) For a community-based outpatient clin-
ic, Johnson County, Kansas, an amount not 
to exceed $2,263,000. 

(7) For a replacement community-based 
outpatient clinic, Lafayette, Louisiana, an 
amount not to exceed $2,996,000. 

(8) For a community-based outpatient clin-
ic, Lake Charles, Louisiana, an amount not 
to exceed $2,626,000. 

(9) For outpatient clinic consolidation, 
New Port Richey, Florida, an amount not to 
exceed $11,927,000. 

(10) For an outpatient clinic, Ponce, Puer-
to Rico, an amount not to exceed $11,535,000. 

(11) For lease consolidation, San Antonio, 
Texas, an amount not to exceed $19,426,000. 

(12) For a community-based outpatient 
clinic, San Diego, California, an amount not 
to exceed $11,946,100. 

(13) For an outpatient clinic, Tyler, Texas, 
an amount not to exceed $4,327,000. 

(14) For the Errera Community Care Cen-
ter, West Haven, Connecticut, an amount not 
to exceed $4,883,000. 

(15) For the Worcester community-based 
Outpatient Clinic, Worcester, Massachusetts, 
an amount not to exceed $4,855,000. 

(16) For the expansion of a community- 
based outpatient clinic, Cape Girardeau, Mis-
souri, an amount not to exceed $4,232,060. 

(17) For a multispecialty clinic, Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, an amount not to exceed 
$7,069,000. 

(18) For the expansion of a community- 
based outpatient clinic, Chico, California, an 
amount not to exceed $4,534,000. 

(19) For a community-based outpatient 
clinic, Chula Vista, California, an amount 
not to exceed $3,714,000. 

(20) For a new research lease, Hines, Illi-
nois, an amount not to exceed $22,032,000. 

(21) For a replacement research lease, 
Houston, Texas, an amount not to exceed 
$6,142,000. 

(22) For a community-based outpatient 
clinic, Lincoln, Nebraska, an amount not to 
exceed $7,178,400. 

(23) For a community-based outpatient 
clinic, Lubbock, Texas, an amount not to ex-
ceed $8,554,000. 

(24) For a community-based outpatient 
clinic consolidation, Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, an amount not to exceed $8,022,000. 

(25) For a community-based outpatient 
clinic, Phoenix, Arizona, an amount not to 
exceed $20,757,000. 
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(26) For the expansion of a community- 

based outpatient clinic, Redding, California, 
an amount not to exceed $8,154,000. 

(27) For the expansion of a community- 
based outpatient clinic, Tulsa, Oklahoma, an 
amount not to exceed $13,269,200. 
SEC. 3. BUDGETARY TREATMENT OF DEPART-

MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITIES 
LEASES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Title 31, United States Code, requires 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to record 
the full cost of its contractual obligation 
against funds available at the time a con-
tract is executed. 

(2) Office of Management and Budget Cir-
cular A–11 provides guidance to agencies in 
meeting the statutory requirements under 
title 31, United States Code, with respect to 
leases. 

(3) For operating leases, Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Circular A–11 requires the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to record up- 
front budget authority in an ‘‘amount equal 
to total payments under the full term of the 
lease or [an] amount sufficient to cover first 
year lease payments plus cancellation 
costs’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR OBLIGATION OF FULL 
COST.—Subject to the availability of appro-
priations provided in advance, in exercising 
the authority of the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to enter into leases provided in this 
Act, the Secretary shall record, pursuant to 
section 1501 of title 31, United States Code, 
as the full cost of the contractual obligation 
at the time a contract is executed either— 

(1) an amount equal to total payments 
under the full term of the lease; or 

(2) if the lease specifies payments to be 
made in the event the lease is terminated be-
fore its full term, an amount sufficient to 
cover the first year lease payments plus the 
specified cancellation costs. 

(c) TRANSPARENCY.— 
(1) COMPLIANCE.—Subsection (b) of section 

8104 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(7) In the case of a prospectus proposing 
funding for a major medical facility lease, a 
detailed analysis of how the lease is expected 
to comply with Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A–11 and section 1341 of title 
31 (commonly referred to as the ‘Anti-Defi-
ciency Act’). Any such analysis shall in-
clude— 

‘‘(A) an analysis of the classification of the 
lease as a ‘lease-purchase’, ‘capital lease’, or 
‘operating lease’ as those terms are defined 
in Office of Management and Budget Circular 
A–11; 

‘‘(B) an analysis of the obligation of budg-
etary resources associated with the lease; 
and 

‘‘(C) an analysis of the methodology used 
in determining the asset cost, fair market 
value, and cancellation costs of the lease.’’. 

(2) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Such section 
8104 is further amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

‘‘(h)(1) Not less than 30 days before enter-
ing into a major medical facility lease, the 
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives— 

‘‘(A) notice of the Secretary’s intention to 
enter into the lease; 

‘‘(B) a copy of the proposed lease; 
‘‘(C) a description and analysis of any dif-

ferences between the prospectus submitted 
pursuant to subsection (b) and the proposed 
lease; and 

‘‘(D) a scoring analysis demonstrating that 
the proposed lease fully complies with Office 
of Management and Budget Circular A–11. 

‘‘(2) Each committee described in para-
graph (1) shall ensure that any information 
submitted to the committee under such 
paragraph is treated by the committee with 
the same level of confidentiality as is re-
quired by law of the Secretary and subject to 
the same statutory penalties for unauthor-
ized disclosure or use as the Secretary. 

‘‘(3) Not more than 30 days after entering 
into a major medical facility lease, the Sec-
retary shall submit to each committee de-
scribed in paragraph (1) a report on any ma-
terial differences between the lease that was 
entered into and the proposed lease described 
under such paragraph, including how the 
lease that was entered into changes the pre-
viously submitted scoring analysis described 
in subparagraph (D) of such paragraph.’’. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section, or the amendments made by 
this section, shall be construed to in any 
way relieve the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs from any statutory or regulatory obli-
gations or requirements existing prior to the 
enactment of this section and such amend-
ments. 
SEC. 4. BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF THIS ACT. 

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 
purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 
the Committee on the Budget of the House of 
Representatives, as long as such statement 
has been submitted prior to the vote on pas-
sage of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3521, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3521, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Major Med-
ical Facility Lease Authorization Act 
of 2013, as amended, would authorize 27 
major medical facility leases requested 
by VA in the fiscal year 2013 and 2014 
budget submissions. 

It would also make a number of con-
gressional findings and establish cer-
tain requirements for the budgetary 
treatment of such leases to ensure that 
the legislation itself meets both the 
spirit and the intent of the House 
CutGo rule. 

As we all know, when the committee 
was considering legislation to author-
ize VA’s major medical facility leases 
last year, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice raised concerns about how to prop-
erly account for VA’s lease authoriza-
tions. 

In response to CBO concerns, section 
3 of the bill would require VA to record 
an obligation at the time a contract is 

signed in an amount equal to either the 
total payment that would be made 
under its full term or an amount equal 
to the sum of the first annual lease 
payment and any specified cancelation 
costs. 

For the last year, I have remained 
committed to working closely with VA, 
CBO, and our colleagues from both 
sides of the aisle and both sides of the 
Capitol to find a way forward for VA’s 
major medical facility lease program 
on behalf of the veterans of this coun-
try, especially those in the 27 commu-
nities that will be impacted by the 
leases included in this piece of legisla-
tion. 

To that end, I am grateful for the 
hard work and the leadership of our 
ranking member, MIKE MICHAUD of 
Maine, and the other committee mem-
bers in advancing this piece of legisla-
tion to the floor. 

At this time, I urge all my colleagues 
to join me in supporting H.R. 3521, as 
amended, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 3521, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Major 
Medical Facility Lease Authorization 
Act of 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill would author-
ize a number of major medical facility 
leases that will ensure veterans con-
tinue to receive care in safe, efficient, 
and modern clinics closer to home. 

Last year, much to our disappoint-
ment, we were unable to pass a lease 
authorization bill. As a result, H.R. 
3521 contains lease requests for fiscal 
years 2013 and 2014. Twenty-seven 
leases are included in this bill. From 
New Jersey to Hawaii, veterans can ex-
pect long awaited expansions to 
cramped community-based outpatient 
clinics, new clinical research space, 
and sorely needed replacement facili-
ties. 

This bill is a bipartisan bill and in 
the best interest of America’s veterans. 
I appreciate the efforts of my col-
leagues across the aisle, especially 
Chairman MILLER, for the collaborative 
effort that permitted this important 
legislation to move forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I know you will agree 
with me that it is our obligation to en-
sure that our veterans are provided the 
best care possible in a timely and safe 
manner. I believe H.R. 3521, as amend-
ed, will do just that. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

at this time, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS), vice chairman of the full Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs, somebody 
who has been a very strong supporter 
of veterans issue since the day he be-
came a Member of this Congress. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 3521, and I urge all 
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant piece of legislation that will allow 
the VA to move forward with these 27 
leases in order to better serve the vet-
erans, our true American heroes, 
across the country. 
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The veterans in and around the 

Tampa Bay area will be particularly 
served by this legislation. The VA re-
cently approved a plan that would take 
the currently strained five existing 
clinics that are spread out over a large 
area and consolidate them into a con-
venient one-stop facility. This would 
allow the VA to better meet the grow-
ing needs of the veterans community 
with diverse health status. However, 
because of the technical issues we are 
solving today, this project had not 
been able to move forward. 

By passing this bill, the House will 
allow for not only the consolidation of 
our five medical clinics in my congres-
sional district into one property, but 
for 26 other equally important projects 
to move forward across the country im-
proving access for our heroes. This 
would not have been done, Mr. Speak-
er, without our great chairman here, 
Mr. MILLER, and our ranking member, 
Mr. MICHAUD, so thank you so very 
much. I know that our true American 
heroes, our veterans, appreciate it very 
much. 

I urge passage of this bill. 

b 1415 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY), who 
has been an advocate for this issue for 
quite some time and who has two of 
these facilities in his district. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. I thank the chair-
man for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3521. I want to applaud Chairman JEFF 
MILLER and the chairman of the Budg-
et Committee, PAUL RYAN, and their 
respective staffs on the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee and the 
Budget Committee for advancing this 
important bill and improving veterans’ 
access to medical care. 

I also appreciate the work that the 
two Senators from my home State, 
Senators LANDRIEU and VITTER, have 
been doing. They have pledged their 
support in the Senate, and we hope to 
get this done before the end of the 
year. 

This last year, more than 66 Members 
of Congress signed our bipartisan, bi-
cameral letter calling for progress on 
the 27 major medical facility leases 
proposed by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs during the past 2 years. 

Among these leases are two clinics 
promised by VA Secretary Eric 
Shinseki to Lake Charles and Lafay-
ette in my congressional district. With-
out congressional authorization of 
these clinics, more than 3,000 south 
Louisiana veterans must travel in ex-
cess of 3 hours to receive medical care. 
A recent CBS Evening News story fea-
tured one of these wounded warriors in 
south Louisiana who goes without care 
because his family must miss work to 
drive him 3 hours. It is unacceptable. 

The American people expect Congress 
to demonstrate that it can govern ef-

fectively in a bipartisan manner, and 
this is one way we can do it, by keep-
ing our promise to our veterans. 

The passage of this bill will improve 
medical access for more than 340,000 
veterans in 22 States, and that’s why I 
urge our House and Senate colleagues 
to send this bill to the President before 
the end of year. 

Again, I thank the committee and 
Chairman MILLER for his fine work on 
this and for giving me the opportunity 
to speak. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, once 
again I would urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3521, as amended. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

once again I encourage all Members to 
support this legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, 

today, the House will consider H.R. 3521, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Major Medical 
Facility Lease Authorization Act of 2013, as 
Amended. H.R. 3521 authorizes the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to carry out major medical 
facility leases at twenty-seven facilities re-
quested by the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in their fiscal year 2013 and 2014 budget re-
quests. 

Since 1990, CBO has scored VA’s major 
medical facility leases as operating leases and 
estimated the costs as being subject to appro-
priation (discretionary). In 2012, after receiving 
additional information from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, CBO concluded that VA has 
been entering into capital leases, or binding 
obligations for the full period of the lease. In 
accordance with OMB Circular A–11 and the 
Anti-Deficiency Act, VA is required to obligate 
the budget authority upfront for the full amount 
of these obligations. This includes budgeting 
for both the estimated total payments ex-
pected to arise under the full term of the con-
tract or, if the contract includes a cancellation 
clause, an amount sufficient to cover the lease 
payments for the first year plus an amount 
sufficient to cover the costs associated with 
termination of the contract. Up until this point, 
VA has not been properly budgeting for its 
leases according to the law. 

CBO estimates that enacting this bill would 
provide contract authority of about $1.4 billion 
over the ten-year period. 

HBC has worked closely with both HVAC 
and CBO on this issue and has produced 
lease authorization language, in addition to re-
port language, that we believe adequately ad-
dresses the legitimate issues CBO raised with 
respect to how VA was budgeting for leases. 

HBC believes this language forces VA to 
comply with budgeting laws, specifically that 
VA may only enter into binding commitments 
on behalf of the U.S. Government once funds 
have been appropriated for the purpose of that 
proposed commitment and that VA must then 
obligate the full cost of that commitment at the 
time it executes the lease. In addition, the lan-
guage requires VA to submit to Congress a 
detailed analysis on how its leasing practices 
comply with these laws. 

If the VA fails to faithfully execute the re-
quirements in the bill and to comply with the 
longstanding laws governing obligations, we 
will revisit this issue in the context of future re-
quests for leasing authority. 

With these fiscal protections in place, I fully 
support H.R. 3521 moving forward to ensure 

continued access for our veterans to the high-
est quality medical care. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 3521, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Major Medical Facility 
Lease Authorization Act, introduced by my 
good friend and Chairman of the Veterans Af-
fairs Committee, Mr. MILLER. This legislation 
authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
carry out major medical facility leases at twen-
ty seven facilities—including a facility in Cobb 
County, Georgia—that were requested by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in their 2013 
and 2014 budget submissions. 

A change in Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) accounting methods made the reau-
thorization of these leases very difficult, but 
this important legislation will allow authoriza-
tion while increasing transparency. 

This legislation, however, is about so much 
more than leases and definitional changes. 
This legislation is about ensuring the care of 
our veterans, and paying them the debt of 
gratitude we owe them. 

The VA facility in Cobb County served 6,634 
unique patients outpatients in Fiscal Year 
2013, providing services in outpatient treat-
ment, mental health, and lab work. These 
services are critical, provide convenience, and 
reduce driving time for veterans, many of 
whom would otherwise be forced to travel 70 
miles or more round-trip to visit the over-
crowded Atlanta VA Medical Center. With pas-
sage of the legislation before us today, the VA 
could authorize a lease for an expanded facil-
ity in Cobb County, one that would serve an 
estimated 64,000 veterans and provide more 
access to a greater variety of care. While 
mental health services, lab work, and out-
patient treatment would still be provided, the 
expanded facility is intended to have the capa-
bility to provide eye care, physical and occu-
pational therapy, radiology, and more. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a way for-
ward for that facility and several more like it 
across the country. It seeks to expand access 
to care for veterans, not bureaucratic federal 
policies. 

Our men and women in uniform—who put 
their lives on the line to protect our free-
doms—deserve the best care that we can give 
them. They deserve quality care that is con-
venient and accessible. This legislation pro-
vides us with an opportunity today to show our 
veterans that we are committed to those 
goals. I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 3521. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3521, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

VA EXPIRING AUTHORITIES 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
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the bill (H.R. 1402) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to extend the au-
thorization of appropriations for the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pay a 
monthly assistance allowance to dis-
abled veterans training or competing 
for the Paralympic Team and the au-
thorization of appropriations for the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pro-
vide assistance to the United States 
Paralympics, Inc., as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1402 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘VA Expiring Authorities Extension Act 
of 2013’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States 

Code. 
Sec. 3. Scoring of budgetary effects. 
Sec. 4. Extension of authorization of appro-

priations for payment of a 
monthly assistance allowance 
to disabled veterans training or 
competing in large-scale adapt-
ive sports programs. 

Sec. 5. Reauthorization and modification of 
adaptive sports assistance pro-
gram. 

Sec. 6. Extension of authority to transport 
certain individuals to and from 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
facilities. 

Sec. 7. Extension of authority for operation 
of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs regional office in Ma-
nila, the Republic of the Phil-
ippines. 

Sec. 8. Extension of requirement to provide 
nursing home care to certain 
veterans with service-connected 
disabilities. 

Sec. 9. Extension of treatment and rehabili-
tation services for seriously 
mentally ill and homeless vet-
erans. 

Sec. 10. Extension of authority to provide 
housing assistance for homeless 
veterans. 

Sec. 11. Extension of authority for the Advi-
sory Committee on Homeless 
Veterans. 

Sec. 12. Extension of authority for the Vet-
erans’ Advisory Commission on 
Education. 

Sec. 13. Extension of requirements relating 
to vendee loans. 

Sec. 14. Extension of authority for the per-
formance of medical disabilities 
examinations by contract phy-
sicians. 

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED 
STATES CODE. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, 
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment 
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, 
the reference shall be considered to be made 
to a section or other provision of title 38, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 3. SCORING OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the 
purpose of complying with the Statutory 
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement 
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion’’ for this Act, submitted for printing in 
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of 

the House Budget Committee, provided that 
such statement has been submitted prior to 
the vote on passage. 
SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION OF AP-

PROPRIATIONS FOR PAYMENT OF A 
MONTHLY ASSISTANCE ALLOWANCE 
TO DISABLED VETERANS TRAINING 
OR COMPETING IN LARGE-SCALE 
ADAPTIVE SPORTS PROGRAMS. 

(a) REAUTHORIZATION AND USE OF CERTAIN 
FUNDS.—Subsection (d)(4) of section 322 is 
amended by striking ‘‘through 2013’’ and all 
that follows and inserting ‘‘through 2015.’’. 

(b) COOPERATION WITH ORGANIZATION.—Sub-
section (b)(4) of such section is amended by 
striking ‘‘cooperate with the United States 
Olympic Committee’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘its partners;’’ and inserting ‘‘co-
operate with entities with significant experi-
ence in managing large-scale adaptive sports 
programs;’’. 

(c) APPLICABILITY TO COMMONWEALTHS AND 
TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES.—Such 
section is further amended by redesignating 
subsection (e) as subsection (f) and inserting 
after subsection (d) the following new sub-
section (e): 

‘‘(e) APPLICABILITY TO COMMONWEALTHS 
AND TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES.— 
The provisions of this subsection shall apply 
in the same manner and to the same degree 
as to the United States Olympic Committee 
to the Paralympic sport entities the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to represent the 
interests of each of the following: 

‘‘(1) American Samoa. 
‘‘(2) Guam. 
‘‘(3) Puerto Rico. 
‘‘(4) The Northern Mariana Islands. 
‘‘(5) The United States Virgin Islands.’’. 

SEC. 5. REAUTHORIZATION AND MODIFICATION 
OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM. 

(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Subsection (a) of 
section 521A is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(a) ADAPTIVE SPORTS PROGRAM.—(1) The 
Secretary may carry out a program under 
which the Secretary may make grants to eli-
gible entities for planning, developing, man-
aging, and implementing programs to pro-
vide adaptive sports opportunities for dis-
abled veterans and disabled members of the 
Armed Forces. 

‘‘(2) For purposes of this section, an eligi-
ble entity is an entity with significant expe-
rience in managing a large-scale adaptive 
sports program.’’. 

(b) ADDITIONAL APPLICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Subsection (c)(2)(A) of such section 
is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘of all partnerships’’ and all 
that follows through the end and inserting 
‘‘of—’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
clauses: 

‘‘(i) all partnerships referred to in para-
graph (3) at the national and local levels 
that will be participating in such activities 
and the amount of grant funds that the eligi-
ble entity proposes to make available for 
each of such partnerships; 

‘‘(ii) the anticipated personnel, travel, and 
administrative costs that will be paid for by 
the eligible entity using grant funds; 

‘‘(iii) the financial controls implemented 
by the eligible entity, including methods to 
track expenditures of grant funds; 

‘‘(iv) the performance metrics to be used 
by the eligible entity to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of the activities to be carried out 
using grant funds; and 

‘‘(v) the anticipated personnel, travel, and 
administrative costs that will be paid for by 
grantees under this subsection using grant 
funds; and’’. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—Paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of 
such section is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(4)(A) At the discretion of the Secretary, 
an eligible entity that receives a grant under 
this section may use a portion of the grant 
for the administrative expenses and per-
sonnel expenses of the eligible entity. The 
amount that may be used for such expenses 
may not exceed— 

‘‘(i) in the case of a grant made for adapt-
ive sports opportunities taking place during 
fiscal year 2014, 10 percent of the total 
amount of the grant; 

‘‘(ii) in the case of a grant made for adapt-
ive sports opportunities taking place during 
fiscal year 2015, 7.5 percent of the total 
amount of the grant; and 

‘‘(iii) in the case of a grant made for adapt-
ive sports opportunities taking place during 
any subsequent fiscal year, 5 percent of the 
total amount of the grant. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of this paragraph, per-
sonnel expenses include any costs associated 
with an employee of the eligible entity other 
than reimbursement for time spent by such 
an employee directly providing coaching or 
training for disabled veterans or members of 
the Armed Forces.’’. 

(d) FUNDING.—Subsection (g) of such sec-
tion is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘There is’’ and inserting 
‘‘(1) There is’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘through 2013’’ and all that 
follows and inserting ‘‘through 2015.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2) Amounts appropriated pursuant to 
this subsection shall remain available with-
out fiscal year limitation.’’. 

(e) REAUTHORIZATION.—Subsection (l) of 
such section is amended by striking ‘‘may 
not provide assistance under this section 
after December 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘may 
only provide assistance under this section 
for adaptive sports opportunities occurring 
during fiscal years 2010 through 2016’’. 

(f) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—Not 
later than 18 months after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the use of the grants, if 
any, awarded under section 521A of title 38, 
United States Code, as amended by this sec-
tion, during the first program year that be-
gins after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. Such report shall include each of the 
following: 

(1) An assessment of how the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, eligible entities that re-
ceived grants under such section, and grant-
ees under subsection (c) of such section have 
provided adaptive sports opportunities to 
veterans and members of the Armed Forces 
through grants awarded under such section. 

(2) An assessment of how the Secretary 
oversees the use of funds provided under such 
section. 

(3) A description of the benefit provided to 
veterans and members of the Armed Forces 
through programs and activities developed 
through grants awarded under such section. 

(g) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 521A, as amended by this 
section, is further amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘the 

United States Olympic Committee’’ and in-
serting ‘‘an eligible entity’’; and 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘The United States Olympic Committee’’ 
and inserting ‘‘An eligible entity that re-
ceives a grant under this section’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘the United States Olympic 

Committee’’ the first time it appears and in-
serting ‘‘an eligible entity’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘the United States Olympic 
Committee’’ the second time it appears and 
inserting ‘‘the eligible entity’’; and 
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(B) in paragraphs (2) and (3), by striking 

‘‘the United States Olympic Committee’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘the eli-
gible entity’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘The United States Olympic 

Committee’’ and inserting ‘‘An eligible enti-
ty that receives a grant under this section,’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘a grant under this sec-
tion’’ and inserting ‘‘the grant’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘the United States Olym-
pic Committee’’ and inserting ‘‘the eligible 
entity’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘the 
United States Olympic Committee’’ and in-
serting ‘‘an eligible entity that receives a 
grant under this section’’; 

(4) in subsection (e)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘the United States Olympic 

Committee’’ and inserting ‘‘an eligible enti-
ty’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘the integrated adaptive 
sports program’’ and inserting ‘‘the adapted 
sports opportunities funded by the grant’’; 

(5) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘the inte-
grated adaptive sports program’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘adapted sports opportunities funded 
under this section’’; and 

(6) in subsection (j)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘the United States Olympic 

Committee’’ the first place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘an eligible entity’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘the United States Olympic 
Committee’’ the second place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘the eligible entity’’; 

(iii) by striking ‘‘the integrated adaptive 
sports program,’’ and inserting ‘‘the adapted 
sports opportunities funded by the grant,’’; 
and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘the integrated adaptive 
sports program.’’ and inserting ‘‘such oppor-
tunities and programs.’’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting 
the following new paragraph (3): 

‘‘(3) If an eligible entity that receives a 
grant under this section for any fiscal year 
does not submit the report required by para-
graph (1) for such fiscal year, the entity shall 
not be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section for the subsequent fiscal year.’’; and 

(7) by striking subsection (m). 
(h) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of such 

section is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘§ 521A. Adaptive sports programs for dis-
abled veterans and members of the Armed 
Forces’’. 
(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-

tions at the beginning of chapter 5 is amend-
ed by striking the item relating to section 
521A and inserting the following new item: 

‘‘512A. Adaptive sports programs for disabled 
veterans and members of the 
Armed Forces.’’. 

(i) IMPLEMENTATION.—To ensure the unin-
terrupted provision of adaptive sports for 
disabled veterans and disabled members of 
the Armed Forces, any regulations that the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs determines are 
necessary to implement the amendments 
made by this section may be promulgated by 
interim final rules to ensure the award of 
grants under section 521A of title 38, United 
States Code, as amended by this section, be-
fore the end of fiscal year 2014. 

SEC. 6. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO TRANS-
PORT CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS TO 
AND FROM DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS FACILITIES. 

Section 111A(a)(2) is amended by striking 
‘‘the date that is one year after the date of 
the enactment of this section’’ and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

SEC. 7. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR OPER-
ATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS REGIONAL OF-
FICE IN MANILA, THE REPUBLIC OF 
THE PHILIPPINES. 

Section 315(b) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 
SEC. 8. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENT TO PRO-

VIDE NURSING HOME CARE TO CER-
TAIN VETERANS WITH SERVICE-CON-
NECTED DISABILITIES. 

Section 1710A(d) is amended by striking 
‘‘December 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2014’’. 
SEC. 9. EXTENSION OF TREATMENT AND REHA-

BILITATION SERVICES FOR SERI-
OUSLY MENTALLY ILL AND HOME-
LESS VETERANS. 

(a) GENERAL TREATMENT.—Section 2031(b) 
is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ 
and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

(b) ADDITIONAL SERVICES AT CERTAIN LOCA-
TIONS.—Section 2033(d) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘December 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2014’’. 
SEC. 10. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE 

HOUSING ASSISTANCE FOR HOME-
LESS VETERANS. 

Section 2041(c) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 
SEC. 11. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR THE AD-

VISORY COMMITTEE ON HOMELESS 
VETERANS. 

Section 2066(d) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 
SEC. 12. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR THE 

VETERANS’ ADVISORY COMMISSION 
ON EDUCATION. 

Section 3692(c) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 
2014’’. 
SEC. 13. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS RELAT-

ING TO VENDEE LOANS. 
Section 3733(a)(7) is amended by striking 

‘‘September 30, 2013’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2014’’. 
SEC. 14. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR THE 

PERFORMANCE OF MEDICAL DIS-
ABILITIES EXAMINATIONS BY CON-
TRACT PHYSICIANS. 

Section 704(c) of the Veterans Benefits Act 
of 2003 (Public Law 108–183; 38 U.S.C. 5101 
note) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2013’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2014’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MILLER) and the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and add any extraneous mate-
rials they may have on H.R. 1402, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 1402, as 
amended, the VA Expiring Authorities 
Act of 2013. Mr. Speaker, to put it sim-
ply, this bill extends the legal author-
ization for several VA authorities. 
Without enactment of this bill before 

December 31, 2013, the authorization to 
run certain programs and exercise cer-
tain legal authorities would end. This 
would be very detrimental to veterans 
and their families. 

For example, the bill extends VA’s 
authority to ensure that severely dis-
abled veterans have priority access to 
nursing home care, to include those 
who require that level of care for serv-
ice-connected disabilities. It also ex-
tends VA’s adaptive sports program, 
which is currently run through a part-
nership with the U.S. Paralympic com-
mittee. I have met with veterans who 
have benefited from this partnership 
and have seen firsthand the positive 
impact that the activities and events 
have had on them and their families. 

H.R. 1402, as amended, would extend 
other legal authorities to help vet-
erans, including the authorization for 
treatment and rehabilitative services 
for homeless and seriously mentally ill 
veterans, housing assistance for home-
less veterans, authorization to permit 
the use of contract exam providers for 
disability claims, and several other im-
portant extensions. 

I am pleased also to report that fund-
ing for these extensions was included 
in both the President’s budget request 
and appropriation bills passed by the 
House and pending in the Senate. 

I thank my good friend and ranking 
member of the full committee, Mr. 
MICHAUD, for his assistance to bring 
this piece of legislation to the floor. 
And again, I want to thank all of my 
colleagues in the Senate for reaching 
an agreement with us on this language, 
especially the Senate VA chairman, 
Mr. SANDERS, and the ranking member, 
Mr. BURR of North Carolina. 

Once again, I want to encourage all 
Members to support the bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in full support of H.R. 1402, as 

amended, the VA Expiring Authorities 
Extension Act of 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill, as amended, 
would extend a number of critical pro-
grams administered by the VA. It is a 
bipartisan measure. I appreciate the 
highly collaborative efforts of the com-
mittee staffs and the cooperative ef-
forts of our colleagues in the other 
body. 

H.R. 1402, as amended, would extend 
the authorization of appropriations for 
the VA to provide monthly stipends to 
athletes competing in large-scale 
adaptive sports programs and extend 
the authority of the VA to provide 
grants to entities that plan and carry 
out adaptive sports programs. This bill 
represents a bipartisan and bicameral 
agreement to modify the existing pro-
gram and to provide more stringent 
oversight of the program. 

H.R. 1402, as amended, would also ex-
tend to the end of next year the au-
thority of the VA to transport certain 
individuals to and from VA facilities, 
to operate the regional office in the 
Philippines, and to contract with non- 
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VA physicians to conduct medical dis-
ability examinations. 

H.R. 1402, as amended, would also ex-
tend the requirement that VA provide 
nursing home care to certain veterans, 
extend the authority to provide treat-
ment and rehabilitation services for se-
riously mentally ill and homeless vet-
erans, and extend the authority of the 
VA to provide housing assistance for 
homeless veterans. 

Finally, this bill would extend the 
authority for two advisory commit-
tees—the Advisory Committee on 
Homeless Veterans and the Advisory 
Committee on Education—as well as 
extend the authority for requirements 
relating to the sale of vendee loans by 
the VA. 

Mr. Speaker, we have passed many 
veterans bills out of the House this 
year. It is my hope that some of these 
bills will become law before the year is 
out. I look forward to working with our 
colleagues in the Senate to make sure 
that we get this bill passed. The job at 
hand today is to pass this extenders 
bill, send it over to the Senate for 
quick consideration, and get it to the 
President’s desk before the end of the 
year before the authority to continue 
these vital programs lapses. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the things that is necessary in 
order to bring a piece of legislation 
that has this many moving parts is 
somebody who has been involved very 
much in each of those pieces of legisla-
tion. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
COFFMAN), chairman of the Oversight 
and Investigations Subcommittee. 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this year I introduced, along with Rep-
resentative MARK TAKANO, H.R. 1402, 
the Veteran Paralympics Act, and I am 
happy to see that this legislation is 
now poised to pass the House floor 
along with other important programs 
for veterans. 

My portion of this legislation will ex-
tend this joint program, operated by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the Olympic Committee, that 
funds grants to adaptive sports pro-
grams for disabled veterans all across 
our country. 

Paralympic programs are adaptive 
sports for physically disabled athletes, 
and research has shown that 
Paralympic sports and other forms of 
physical activity are an impactful as-
pect for the successful rehabilitation 
for these wounded warriors. 

The Veterans Paralympics Act will 
ensure that disabled veterans in local 
communities throughout our country 
will continue to have opportunities for 
rehabilitation, stress relief, and higher 
achievement through adaptive sports. 
Currently, there are dozens of partner-
ship organizations in Colorado and over 
300 nationwide that are helping our 
veterans with their rehabilitation 
through adaptive sports. 

During committee hearings, I dis-
cussed the Veterans Paralympics Act 
with Charlie Huebner, the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee’s Paralympics chief. He 
stated that this extension would help 
more than 16,000 disabled veterans in 
communities throughout America re-
ceive adaptive sports rehabilitation. 

Mr. Huebner and I both emphatically 
agree that participation in adaptive 
sports and other athletic activities can 
help speed the rehabilitation process 
for disabled veterans, and this legisla-
tion, if passed, will ensure rehabilita-
tive opportunities for disabled veterans 
in local communities throughout the 
country. I am proud to lead this effort 
to extend and support this important 
program. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO). 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Maine, the ranking 
member, for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support 
the Veterans Paralympic Act, a bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that would 
extend the funding for adaptive sport 
programs for disabled veterans. 

Through the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee, this joint program has provided 
sports and other athletic activities 
that help speed up the rehabilitation 
process for our Nation’s heroes. By ex-
tending the funding through 2018, and 
improving access to adaptive sports 
programs, this legislation would pro-
vide the greatest opportunity for reha-
bilitation through sports our veterans 
have ever had. The sacrifice of these 
heroes is immeasurable, and I believe 
that Congress should be doing all it can 
to help their rehabilitation process. 

I thank the gentleman from Colorado 
(Mr. COFFMAN) for introducing this bill, 
and I look forward to its passage. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I would like to yield 3 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
NEGRETE MCLEOD). 

Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of H.R. 1402 that 
extends VA housing programs for 
homeless veterans. 

The California district which I rep-
resent is home to over 20,000 veterans. 
Like the Nation, homelessness among 
veterans is a serious problem in my 
district. It will take continued coordi-
nation between VA and local organiza-
tions to ensure that veterans are able 
to take advantage of housing assist-
ance programs. 

As a member of the House VA Sub-
committee on Health, in August of this 
year I hosted a town hall with the VA 
and local organizations. Over 200 vet-
erans attended and signed up for VA 
veterans benefits for the very first 
time. This is a great example of better 
coordination in helping our veterans. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to once again thank Chairman 
MILLER for his collaborative effort in 
bringing both of these bills before the 
House today and his continued support 

to make sure that we do everything we 
can to pass legislation that will help 
our veterans. I also want to thank the 
staffs on both the majority and the mi-
nority side for working so well to-
gether to get these bills before the 
floor. I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1402, as amended. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 

b 1430 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I, too, urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1402, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1402, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 30 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 4 p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 3521, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 1402, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS MAJOR MEDICAL FACIL-
ITY LEASE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2013 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3521) to authorize Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs major med-
ical facility leases, and for other pur-
poses, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 
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The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 346, nays 1, 
not voting 84, as follows: 

[Roll No. 630] 

YEAS—346 

Amash 
Andrews 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Connolly 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 

Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Higgins 
Himes 
Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Lankford 

Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Levin 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, George 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Negrete McLeod 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Renacci 

Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 

Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 

Tonko 
Tsongas 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NAYS—1 

Duncan (SC) 

NOT VOTING—84 

Aderholt 
Amodei 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bishop (GA) 
Black 
Blumenauer 
Brady (TX) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Carson (IN) 
Castro (TX) 
Clarke 
Coble 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Doyle 
Ellison 
Fudge 
Garrett 
Gowdy 
Grayson 

Green, Al 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Herrera Beutler 
Hinojosa 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Jackson Lee 
Johnson, Sam 
Kaptur 
King (NY) 
Labrador 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Lee (CA) 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
Marino 
McCarthy (NY) 
McDermott 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meeks 
Miller, Gary 
Moore 
Mulvaney 

Neal 
Nugent 
Pastor (AZ) 
Payne 
Pingree (ME) 
Radel 
Rangel 
Reed 
Reichert 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Rogers (KY) 
Runyan 
Rush 
Schock 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Sewell (AL) 
Smith (WA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Turner 
Vela 
Walorski 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1626 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 

rollcall No. 630, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

VA EXPIRING AUTHORITIES 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2013 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1402) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to extend the au-
thorization of appropriations for the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pay a 
monthly assistance allowance to dis-
abled veterans training or competing 
for the Paralympic Team and the au-
thorization of appropriations for the 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pro-
vide assistance to United States 
Paralympics, Inc., as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 353, nays 0, 
not voting 78, as follows: 

[Roll No. 631] 

YEAS—353 

Aderholt 
Amash 
Andrews 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Cassidy 
Castor (FL) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Connolly 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 

Dingell 
Doggett 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fincher 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gerlach 
Gibbs 
Gibson 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grimm 
Gutiérrez 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Hastings (FL) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Higgins 
Himes 
Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 
Huffman 
Huizenga (MI) 
Hultgren 
Hurt 
Israel 
Issa 
Jeffries 
Jenkins 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 

Johnson, E. B. 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kinzinger (IL) 
Kirkpatrick 
Kline 
Kuster 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Lankford 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Latta 
Levin 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham 

(NM) 
Luján, Ben Ray 

(NM) 
Lummis 
Lynch 
Maffei 
Maloney, 

Carolyn 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Massie 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McAllister 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinley 
McNerney 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meng 
Messer 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, George 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Negrete McLeod 
Neugebauer 
Noem 
Nolan 
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Nunes 
Nunnelee 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Owens 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters (CA) 
Peters (MI) 
Peterson 
Petri 
Pingree (ME) 
Pittenger 
Pitts 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Polis 
Pompeo 
Posey 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Rahall 
Renacci 
Ribble 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 

Rothfus 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salmon 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Southerland 
Speier 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Stockman 
Stutzman 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 

Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Van Hollen 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Wolf 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IN) 

NOT VOTING—78 

Amodei 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bishop (GA) 
Black 
Blumenauer 
Brady (TX) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Camp 
Campbell 
Carson (IN) 
Castro (TX) 
Clarke 
Coble 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Doyle 
Fudge 
Gowdy 
Grayson 
Green, Al 

Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (WA) 
Herrera Beutler 
Hinojosa 
Hunter 
Jackson Lee 
Johnson, Sam 
Kaptur 
King (NY) 
Labrador 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Lee (CA) 
Lewis 
Lipinski 
Marino 
McCarthy (NY) 
McDermott 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meeks 
Miller, Gary 
Moore 
Mulvaney 

Neal 
Nugent 
Pastor (AZ) 
Payne 
Radel 
Rangel 
Reed 
Reichert 
Richmond 
Rigell 
Rogers (KY) 
Runyan 
Rush 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Schock 
Schwartz 
Scott (VA) 
Sewell (AL) 
Smith (WA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Vela 
Walorski 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 

b 1633 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to extend certain 
expiring provisions of law, and for 
other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 

on rollcall No. 630 on H.R. 3521, on Motion to 
Suspend the Rules and Pass, ‘‘the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Major Medical Facility 
Lease Authorization Act of 2013, as amend-
ed’’, I am not recorded because I was absent 
due to the birth of my daughter. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 631 on H.R. 
1402, on Motion to Suspend the Rules and 
Pass, ‘‘VA Expiring Authorities Extension Act 
of 2013, as amended’’, I am not recorded be-
cause I was absent due to the birth of my 
daughter. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

POLICIES FOR ENERGY 
PRODUCTION 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, in October, natural gas 
production in the Marcellus shale re-
gion reached 12 billion cubic feet a day. 
That is six times the production rate in 
2009. 

To put this in perspective, the 
Marcellus would rank eighth in the 
world in gas production if it was classi-
fied as its own country. 

This month, the number will be ex-
ceeded yet again. According to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration re-
port released today, production in the 
Marcellus shale region is projected to 
exceed 13 billion feet per day this 
month. This means the Marcellus shale 
is expected to provide 18 percent of the 
total U.S. natural gas production this 
month. 

This type of energy production cre-
ates American jobs, spurs economic 
growth, lowers energy prices, brings 
much-needed tax revenue to local and 
State governments, and begins us on a 
path to greater economic competitive-
ness. 

Mr. Speaker, the Nation must con-
tinue to pursue policies that lower en-
ergy costs for American families and 
improve our energy security. If we fol-
low the model built by States like 
Pennsylvania, and keep the Federal 
Government from over-regulating 
these industries, we can achieve these 
goals. 

f 

HONORING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
AND THE UNIVERSAL DECLARA-
TION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of my newly introduced 
resolution, which honors today as the 
65th anniversary of Human Rights Day 
and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

My resolution will shed much-needed 
light on the importance and protection 
of human rights in our global society 
so we can prevent acts of suppression 
against people like Nguyen Tien Trung 
of Vietnam, who has been unfairly 
jailed for democratic activism. 

The Congress and the world must rec-
ognize that those that are denied basic 
human rights, such as freedom of 
speech, religion, or political expression 

are, therefore, denied an opportunity 
to be treated with respect and with dig-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of 
my resolution, and I urge all Ameri-
cans to observe the 65th anniversary of 
Human Rights Day. 

f 

HONORING THE LIVES OF STEVE 
BURGESS AND JAMES R. BUR-
GESS, JR. 

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Mr. Steve Burgess from Urbana, Illi-
nois, who passed away on Friday, No-
vember 22 of this year. He was com-
mitted to seeing the postal facility at 
302 East Green Street in Champaign, Il-
linois, renamed after his father, James 
R. Burgess, Jr. 

James Burgess was the first African 
American elected to a countywide of-
fice in Champaign County and was ap-
pointed the U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Illinois. 

Most importantly, though, Steve 
Burgess wanted to honor his father as a 
leader of the 761st Tank Battalion, the 
first African American armored unit to 
enter battle in World War II. 

In April, I introduced H.R. 1707 to re-
name this post office after James Bur-
gess. It is devastating to me that Steve 
Burgess was not able to fulfill his life’s 
effort. I want to see a post office nam-
ing bill through completion, not only 
in James Burgess’ honor, but in Steve 
Burgess’ and his family’s. 

I want to offer my heartfelt thanks 
to Steve Burgess and his father for 
their lifetime of commitment to the 
Champaign-Urbana community. 

f 

RESERVOIRS AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, the 
weather outside is frightful; and if you 
listen to certain conservative media 
networks, you hear something not so 
delightful. You hear that, because it is 
snowing, there must not be climate 
change. This is unscientific, it is reduc-
tive; but that is what climate deniers 
say this time of year. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, winter happens 
every year, and the fact that it is 
snowing simply means that it is snow-
ing. 

Instead of looking at December snow-
flakes, we should be looking at the 
science. Since 1970, not that long ago, 
winter temperatures have increased an 
average of .55 degrees per decade, re-
ducing snowpacks and creating water 
shortages across the country. 

If you want to look at something im-
mediate, look at California, where we 
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are experiencing the driest year on 
record, and that is why we need to 
start getting serious about our re-
sponse to climate change. 

We need to adopt new policies and 
adapt to the changes that are hap-
pening. And one place to start is how 
we operate our reservoirs. Instead of 
relying on old-school water manuals 
that are decades out of date, we should 
be using modern science and modern 
weather forecasting. 

Our water supply, our food supply 
and our future will be impacted by cli-
mate change, so let’s lead. 

f 

MEMORIALIZING HILTON ‘‘HANK’’ 
REYNOLDS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, during 
the month of December, we oftentimes 
take time to memorialize what hap-
pened on December 7, 1941. Unfortu-
nately, the survivors of Pearl Harbor, 
we are losing them more and more each 
year. 

Today I would like to memorialize a 
friend from the Shasta County area of 
Northern California, Hank Reynolds, 
who we lost just recently. He was a 
gentleman who faithfully turned out 
each year to memorialize Pearl Harbor 
on the courthouse steps in Redding, 
California. 

He was, at one time, the chairman of 
the California Pearl Harbor Survivors 
Association and always was there with 
a sharp salute. Even though these gen-
tlemen are in their late eighties and 
early nineties now, they always would 
turn out and encourage us, encourage 
the youth that day to memorialize and 
remember that. 

Hank served on the USS Detroit and 
was right in the middle of it there, 
ships on either side of him being at-
tacked. They were about to go out on 
leave that Sunday morning, and he re-
turned back to his post and helped 
fight that battle that day. 

So I will miss Hank. I really enjoyed 
his company and seeing him at those 
events. I know our country is greater 
for having had them serve for us at 
that time, and we memorialize them 
here today. 

f 

b 1645 

GENERAL MOTORS’ COMEBACK 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, critics 
said it couldn’t be done. They said the 
Federal Government ‘‘refinancing’’ of 
the American automobile industry 
couldn’t work. Thankfully, for the 
economy of our country, they were 
wrong, wrong to denounce President 
Obama for his courageous decision to 
save America’s auto sector. Yesterday, 
Treasury announced it was selling its 

last stake in General Motors, the same 
General Motors that critics derisively 
called ‘‘Government Motors.’’ 

Now the verdict is in: the automotive 
rescue was a huge success. Led by 
House Democrats, 237 out of 435 Mem-
bers of this House voted to save Amer-
ica’s auto industry. The President and 
Democrats made a bet on the auto 
communities, and it paid off with divi-
dends. 

Today, the auto sector supports one 
in 17 private sector jobs in this country 
and one in eight jobs in Ohio. The 
workers at the Toledo Transmission 
Plant and the Parma Metal Center 
thank President Obama and the Mem-
bers of Congress who were willing to 
take the heat and do the right thing. 
The U.S. auto industry is back thanks 
to the President’s leadership and those 
237 Members of this House. 

Onward, USA. 
f 

JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BENTIVOLIO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we 
come here about every week to talk 
about jobs in America. This last Fri-
day, we held a jobs fair in my district 
in Fairfield, California, and it was a re-
markable event. I have been around a 
long time. I have seen many, many 
things. As remarkable as it was, it was 
also one of the saddest events I have 
been to. I have been to a lot of funerals 
and a lot of tragedies over the years, 
but this one ranks very high. 

I put this picture up here because 
this is a picture of the second hour 
after that job fair had begun. The line 
outside the building, where we had 
some 40 employers that were offering 
to hire people, stretched over 200 yards. 
The temperature was about 37, 38 de-
grees. It was one of those cold morn-
ings, and these people were determined 
to get a job. They were willing to stand 
in that line for up to an hour and a 
half, some of them perhaps even 2 
hours, just to have a shot, just to be 
able to talk to an employer, to have 
the opportunity to look face-to-face at 
an employer and say, ‘‘I want to 
work.’’ The stories were incredible. I 
spent about an hour, maybe an hour 
and 20 minutes, talking to the men and 
women that were in this line. 

I remember one gentleman who had 
served several tours in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. He said he was with the Army 
Rangers, said he had four Purple 
Hearts. He left the military and is now 
unemployed. In fact, in this line were 
141 veterans, unemployed, looking for 
work. They have skills, know when to 
get up in the morning, know what it 
takes to go to work, to put in a full day 
or more—unemployed. 

A young woman, fresh out of school, 
a child at home, she wanted to go to 

work. She had an associate’s degree in 
social welfare programs, human rela-
tions, anything in that area. She said: 
I will take any job. I just want to go to 
work. I want to take care of my child. 

Another woman, 50, 55, divorced, had 
an 18-year-old child. Her alimony is 
over: I have got to go to work. I have 
got to support myself. 

The stories of life, the stories of 
America, the stories of 971 people that 
stood in line just to have a shot at a 
job. 

There are 435 of us in this room on a 
full day. We have a job. We are em-
ployed, and we have a good wage. We 
have a very good wage, and we have 
health care. And we are not doing our 
job. We are not doing the job that 
America sent us here for. America sent 
us here to put America back to work. 
That is our job. We are not living up to 
that. 

Two years ago, the President of the 
United States put forth in his State of 
the Union message an American jobs 
plan, an American jobs plan to put peo-
ple in this Nation back to work. It was 
complete: education, retraining, a re-
search component for the next sector 
of this economy for the future, a trans-
portation infrastructure sector, a way 
to finance it—2 years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, 971 people were stand-
ing in the cold in Fairfield, California, 
just wanting a shot at a job; and here 
we are, 2 years after the President of 
the United States put forward a jobs 
plan for America, and it has not been 
done. The majority in this House has 
refused to bring up even one of those 
programs. 

I am going to talk about those things 
tonight, those things that we can do 
here in America, that we can do so that 
when 971 of my constituents are willing 
to line up to get a job, they will have 
one. They will have that opportunity. 
They will have a shot at the future. 

It is a disgrace that after 2 years 
with a complete plan that would put 
people back to work, the majority has 
refused to bring forward any part of 
that legislation. It is a disgrace. It is 
time for this country to go back to 
work. It is time for this House to go 
back to work to put Americans back on 
the job. 

You want to deal with the deficit? 
Put people to work. They will become 
taxpayers. You want to deal with food 
stamps? You want to cut food stamps? 
Put people to work. Build the infra-
structure. Put the teachers back in the 
classroom. But no, you are going to 
slash the benefits. 

These people, searching for a job, 
know that unless this Congress—and I 
see our esteemed leadership and the 
Republicans leaving this House, this 
floor. These people want to go to work. 
They are losing, in the next 2 weeks, 
their unemployment benefits. What 
will become of them? What will become 
of those 971 people, including 141 vet-
erans who have fought, who have been 
wounded? What is going to become of 
them? 
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Joining me today are my colleagues 

on the Democratic side. I would like to 
start with my colleague from Illinois, 
General BILL ENYART, who is now a 
Member of the House of Representa-
tives. 

BILL, please join us. 
Mr. ENYART. Thank you, Mr. 

GARAMENDI. 
I am privileged to represent the peo-

ple of southwestern Illinois, that swath 
of the great State running along the 
Mississippi River from just north of St. 
Louis, from Alton, Illinois, all the way 
south to Cairo. And those 12 counties of 
southern Illinois, southwestern Illi-
nois, were once an industrial power-
house. 

It was said four decades ago, five dec-
ades ago, if you wanted to work, go to 
East St. Louis, Illinois, and there will 
be a job for you there. There were jobs 
in the steel mills. There were jobs in 
the packing houses. There were jobs in 
the stove foundries in Belleville. There 
were jobs in the coal mines of southern 
Illinois. Those jobs are, by and large, 
gone today. 

There are a few bright spots. U.S. 
Steel has a plant in Granite City that 
is still pouring steel. Alton Steel in 
Alton, Illinois, has reopened. A local 
entrepreneur bought it, and they are 
pouring steel in Alton again. 

But, you know, those jobs in the 
packing houses are gone. The jobs in 
the aluminum industry, those jobs are 
gone. And that is why they call it the 
rust belt, because so many of those fac-
tories are closing and rusting away. 

Technology has changed a lot of that, 
and we need to adapt to that tech-
nology. And to that end, the assistant 
minority leader, Mr. STENY HOYER, 
along with Mr. GARAMENDI and myself, 
introduced the JOBS Act. The JOBS 
Act is sitting here. It needs to be acted 
upon. We can’t get the leadership to 
act upon it. But we introduced this 
JOBS Act, and we introduced it be-
cause there are really four priority 
areas that are central to achieving 
manufacturing growth in this country 
again: 

First of all, we need to have a na-
tional manufacturing strategy. Other 
countries have it. We need to have one. 
We need to have a strategy that pushes 
our manufacturing; 

Secondly, we need to promote the ex-
port of U.S.-made goods; 

Thirdly, we need to encourage busi-
nesses to bring jobs and bring innova-
tion back to the shores of our country; 
and 

Lastly, we need to train and secure a 
21st century workforce. 

And that is really what the JOBS Act 
does. That act invests in our future. It 
invests in our infrastructure, our 
human infrastructure, the people who 
drive those machines and the people 
who drive our economy. 

And it was interesting that Mr. 
GARAMENDI mentioned food stamps. I 
want to talk about food stamps for just 
a minute because far too many people 
in my district survive on food stamps. 

Something like over 60 percent of the 
people on food stamps are children. It 
is not people who aren’t working be-
cause they don’t want to be working. 
Sixty percent are children who are in 
low-income families. And the bulk of 
the adults who are on food stamps are 
working adults, and they are working 
in minimum wage jobs. They are work-
ing in fast-food restaurants. They are 
working in other minimum wage jobs. 
And you can’t raise a family in south-
ern Illinois on a minimum wage job. 

We need to have jobs that pay a liv-
ing wage with good health insurance, 
with good fringe benefits that provide a 
living wage for families. When you do 
that, what happens? You don’t have 
people on food stamps. You don’t have 
people on unemployment. You, instead, 
have people who are paying taxes. You 
have people who are spurring the econ-
omy. You have people who are buying 
new pickup trucks and new curtains for 
the living room and so on and so forth, 
and that generates an economy that 
generates good jobs. 

Now, to talk about the JOBS Act 
that Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. HOYER, and I 
introduced, what does it do? It is de-
signed to support advanced manufac-
turing. Now, why do we want to sup-
port advanced manufacturing? We want 
to support advanced manufacturing be-
cause—there was an article in The Wall 
Street Journal just the other day. I 
have it right here, The Wall Street 
Journal, the journal of American busi-
ness. Manufacturing jobs pay nearly 40 
percent more than other jobs in our 
Nation’s economy. That is why we need 
advanced manufacturing. 

So our bill—Mr. GARAMENDI’s bill, 
my bill, Mr. HOYER’s bill—would amend 
the Workforce Investment Act to pro-
vide targeted investment to partner-
ships with community colleges, local 
workforce investment boards, and ad-
vanced manufacturing firms to design 
and implement education and training 
programs for current and prospective 
workers. 

Now, currently, the Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance Community College 
program does provide some funding for 
that type of thing; but, unfortunately, 
there is no assurance for investments 
in advanced manufacturing, and that is 
where we need to go in this Nation. 
What we need to do is to align the 
training opportunities for those ad-
vanced manufacturing firms, for their 
needs, for adaptability in the training 
of workers. 

I toured the Anheuser-Busch brewery 
in St. Louis. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. I have one of those 
in my district, too. 

Mr. ENYART. I toured that brewery 
a couple of weeks ago, and the brewery 
manager told me that, in 1999, they had 
3,500 hourly employees. And those were 
good jobs. Those are good jobs. Any-
body can tell you that if you work 
union work, a brewery job working for 
Anheuser-Busch, that was a job you 
would have for your entire life. That 
would be a great career for a working 
man. 
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That would be a great career for a 

working man. Today, they are down 
from 3,500 to 785 jobs. Now that is due 
largely due to improved technology, 
and they simply didn’t need that many 
workers anymore. But that displace-
ment of workers has happened through-
out our economy, and it has happened 
in other areas of our economy, in addi-
tion to breweries. 

So we need to grow the kind of ad-
vanced manufacturing jobs, and we 
need to have the workers who have the 
skill to move up so they are not work-
ing in those minimum-wage jobs and 
getting food stamps and Medicaid and 
those other government programs. In-
stead, we need people who are paying 
money in, and that is what our jobs 
bills does. 

I know that Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. 
HOYER, and I want that bill to come to 
a vote. We believe that bill would pass 
with a resounding bipartisan vote if 
simply the leadership would allow it to 
be brought to the floor for a vote. 

Advanced manufacturing is growing 
in this country. It is increasing, but 
the problem is it is not growing fast 
enough. 

When we look at our economy over 
the last 5 years since President Obama 
won election the first time, we lost 5 
million jobs when he was first elected, 
virtually immediately, and we have 
been growing those jobs back at 200,000 
a month, 200,000 a month, 195,000 a 
month. We need to grow them back 
faster, and we can do that with this 
JOBS Act. 

With that, I yield back to my partner 
and friend here, Mr. GARAMENDI. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you very 
much, General ENYART. 

Joining us also is another Represent-
ative from the Midwest who has consid-
erable experience here in the House of 
Representatives—Ohio, in this case— 
MARCY KAPTUR. 

Welcome. I am delighted you are 
with us. You talked about making it in 
America and about American jobs 
many times, and we have shared this 
floor on that subject in the past. 

Welcome. 
Ms. KAPTUR. Congressman 

GARAMENDI, I would like to commend 
you for the leadership that you have 
shown on the jobs front here. Your 
coming from California, that vast, vast 
State, I think brings such a perspective 
to all of us. And Congressman ENYART 
comes from a rough and tumble region 
of Illinois. We in northern Ohio iden-
tify with your cause and are one with 
you in your cause. 

If there is an ad in our district for a 
job—or for maybe 10, 20, or 30 jobs— 
thousands of people apply. It is incred-
ible to see. 

And you mentioned in your earlier 
remarks how many veterans are unem-
ployed. About a week ago, at one of the 
food banks that I represent, 1,050 vet-
erans showed up to get a bag of food to 
keep it together for another week. 

If you look across this country, there 
are many whose glass is only half full, 
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and it is not for lack of effort or serv-
ice to this country. It is still a lack of 
jobs. 

During the Bush years, we hemor-
rhaged over 8 million jobs as a result of 
the recession. We have gained over 7 
million of those now, but we still 
haven’t come back to the 8 million, 
even though we have had 44 months of 
consecutive job creation, as Congress-
man ENYART mentioned, at about 
200,000 a month. But that is not enough 
to employ all those who remain unem-
ployed and those who are under-
employed, those who literally have to 
apply for SNAP coupons to help their 
family afford food because they are not 
paid enough. 

And what I see happening over the 
last quarter century is that even 
though those who have capital—big re-
sources—and they invest money and 
they make a lot of money for their 
shareholders and themselves, the peo-
ple that they hire are falling further 
and further behind. And they expect 
the government to compensate for low 
wages. 

And so if we have SNAP coupons, 
there are millions of people who re-
ceive them who are working for min-
imum wage. They don’t make a living 
wage. 

If you look at health benefits, it used 
to be that you got your health insur-
ance through your place of employ-
ment. But guess what, that is all 
turned upside down. Now the compa-
nies are saying, Let the government 
pay for it. We have to do this because 
they do not make access to health in-
surance as a part of the employment 
package that is offered to their em-
ployees. Some still do; but my good-
ness, how much has changed. 

The same is true with retirement: de-
fined benefit as opposed to defined con-
tribution plans. People used to get a 
benefit in their retirement that the 
corporation provided. They just didn’t 
hog everything to those at the top, but 
the pyramid has gotten very pointed; 
and the money flows up, and it isn’t 
flowing down. We have an attrition in 
the middle class. Every single Amer-
ican knows it. 

Now, if you look at the Congress and 
the very worthy legislation that you 
have introduced, I say to myself, What 
has happened here? 

I read one magazine that said for the 
new Members that were elected—and it 
was quite a sizeable class—the average 
worth of those new Members was about 
a million and a half dollars. 

Think about that. The pyramid we 
see in the corporate sector is reflected 
right in here. Fewer and fewer people 
are getting elected from the middle 
class. And I don’t come from the mid-
dle class. I came from the working 
class. We looked up to the middle class. 
So I know what part of America I came 
from. 

So many people here, honest to God, 
are good people, but they are so privi-
leged. They have myopia. They can’t 
help it. They really can’t identify with 

the struggle of ordinary families, and 
the other part of it is they look down 
because they have never walked in the 
shoes of those who have gotten an un-
employment slip or a pink slip. 

I remember when our dad came home 
with those. I used to have to sit by our 
dining room table and figure out how 
much would we spend on food, how 
much would that be worth, how long 
would he be unemployed. It was a very 
hard thing for our family. He actually 
had to sell his little store because he 
didn’t have health insurance, and he 
went to work in a company on the line 
in a factory for one reason: to get 
health insurance for his family. Not for 
himself, but for his wife and two chil-
dren. 

There are so few here who actually 
have walked in those shoes. 

So we do have a problem here. That 
same pyramid is operating. 

If I could just finally mention the 
value-added investment in manufac-
turing. Manufacturing now comprises 
about 13 percent of our economy—the 
jobs—but it packs a much larger wallop 
for what it provides because it really 
does create something that didn’t exist 
before. It isn’t just shifting product 
around. It is actually creating some-
thing. 

The decline in manufacturing as a 
percent of our total economy has de-
clined so much in the last 25 years. We 
are now trying to pick it up, with the 
President’s help; and we are seeing 
that in the automotive industry. Just 
this week, General Motors paid back 
and is flying on its own now again. All 
of us who supported that refinancing of 
General Motors are cheering and cheer-
ing and cheering wherever we can—cer-
tainly in the communities that we rep-
resent. 

But I can remember when the other 
side didn’t vote for it; and they would 
have killed all those jobs in our coun-
try, the community, the people that 
work in them. 

So I say to the gentleman, I thank 
you so very much for standing up for 
job growth in this country. Thank you 
for standing up for manufacturing, be-
cause for every one of those jobs added, 
we create new wealth for our country, 
and we help America to come out of 
the slump in manufacturing that she 
has experienced over the last quarter 
century. 

I just hope that in the new trade bills 
that come before us we will have jobs 
as our first priority and market open-
ing abroad that keeps our products out. 

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman. I support your legislation and 
I support your efforts for investment to 
create wealth, whether it is infrastruc-
ture on the public side or whether it is 
infrastructure on the private side. 
Those are the jobs that really create 
the new wealth and expansion of jobs 
for America. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Representative 
KAPTUR, you have been at this for a 
long time. You come from an area in 
this Nation that in recent decades has 

been called the Rust Belt. I think that 
is not the situation, with your leader-
ship. 

We have seen a resurgence in Amer-
ican manufacturing; and 20, 25 years 
ago, we had just under 20 million 
Americans working in manufacturing 
with those middle-income jobs. This is 
the middle class. They were able to 
support their family, educate, get a 
boat, go on vacation, buy a house, pro-
vide the food, and take care of their 
family, just as you described. 

And then we have seen in the last 20 
years an enormous decline—from 20 
million down to just under 11 million 
manufacturing jobs, and a lot of that 
decline had to do with American poli-
cies. 

You mentioned trade programs. 
Clearly, that had a lot to do with 
offshoring tax policies that encouraged 
corporations to send jobs offshore rath-
er than keeping jobs here. And there 
are other labor policies and the like 
that made it difficult for the American 
family to earn that living. 

Our challenge is to reinvigorate the 
working American families’ oppor-
tunity. And to address that, I will say 
that I heard a remarkable speech by a 
freshman. And it is not that I have 
been here so long. STEVE HORSFORD 
from Las Vegas gave a speech on the 
floor here about a week ago, talking 
about these issues and talking about 
the challenge that American families 
face. I asked him to join us. I was im-
pressed by his grasp of the issue and 
the passion with which he spoke. 

Representative HORSFORD, welcome 
to the one hour of what we call Make 
It in America, the American Jobs Pro-
gram. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) for yielding time. I appre-
ciate your leadership, as well as the 
work that you and our whip, Mr. 
HOYER; General ENYART; the gentlelady 
from Ohio; the gentlelady from Mary-
land; and many of my other colleagues, 
who have been working for so long to 
bring the focus to jobs, job creation, 
and growing the economy in America. 

We are here today to talk about the 
American Dream, and that is having a 
good job—a family-sustaining job that 
can provide for yourself and your loved 
ones. We are talking about expanding 
economic opportunity not just for a se-
lect few at the top, but for those who 
are in the middle class who are striving 
to become a part of it. We are talking 
about the basics of job creation. 

And, yes, I am a freshman. I have 
been here for just under a year. I am 
amazed and quite humbly frustrated by 
the fact that in 1 year not one com-
prehensive jobs bill has been brought 
to this floor for a vote by the majority 
on the other side; and yet we have ex-
ample upon example of good job-cre-
ating legislation. The package of bills 
that is under the umbrella of the Make 
It in America proposal are good, com-
monsense proposals that would help 
every region of our country. 
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Now, I am from Nevada. At 9.3 per-

cent, my State, though, has the highest 
unemployment in the country right 
now. It is nothing that we are proud of. 
It is stubbornly high, in large part be-
cause we experienced the hardest im-
pact during the recession. When people 
aren’t doing well in other regions of 
the country, they are not making 
money. That means they can’t come to 
Nevada to spend money. 

While our economy is largely depend-
ent upon hospitality and the service in-
dustry, my district, which encompasses 
some 51,000 square miles throughout 
every corner of Nevada, has mining, ag-
riculture, and four military installa-
tions, including many, many private 
small business contractors who are 
doing work at our Air Force bases and 
the Army depot. It has other small 
businesses who are ancillary to the 
hospitality industry. And so they have 
all been impacted by this decline in the 
economy, and so we have an unemploy-
ment rate that is currently at about 9.3 
percent. 

I am glad that my colleague from 
California showed those pictures from 
the job fair that you conducted. I want 
to commend you for doing that because 
it puts a face on these numbers. It is 
not about a percentage point here or 
there. It is about the faces of the peo-
ple who are standing in line looking for 
work. 

Right now in this body at this time it 
is incredibly important for us to focus 
on the lives of the people who are im-
pacted because of this Congress’s in-
ability to get something done as impor-
tant as jobs legislation for this coun-
try. 

Now I would like to touch just on two 
major points, if I could. The first is the 
fact that, again, in my State, we have 
had a prolonged recession. So many of 
the people who have been unemployed 
have been unemployed for going on a 
year or longer. Some of them actually 
are from the construction sector, 
which was our number two industry in 
Nevada. But because of the burst in the 
housing market, the fact that we are 
not building as much in the commer-
cial sector, the lion’s share of the peo-
ple who are unemployed actually come 
from the construction sector. 

They also come from engineering 
companies. They also come from archi-
tecture companies. I have talked to 
small business owners who run archi-
tecture firms who have had to lay off 
more than 40 to 50 percent of their staff 
over the last few years. 
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These are good-paying jobs as well, 
jobs that provide good wages for fami-
lies to provide for themselves. 

But the points I want to make in-
clude the fact that on December 28, if 
this Congress doesn’t do something in 
the next few days, some 20,000 individ-
uals in Nevada who currently are re-
ceiving emergency unemployment 
compensation are at risk of losing that 
safety net, if this Congress fails to act. 

Now, I don’t see how in good con-
science we as Members of Congress 
who, as you say, get paid a good wage— 
the best wage I have ever had as a poor 
person growing up in Nevada who has 
had to work two jobs virtually since I 
was 14, 15 years of age, to now be a 
Member of Congress, is a great honor. 
But I do not see how in good conscience 
we could leave here on Friday and fail 
to extend unemployment benefits for 
millions of Americans who need this 
safety net, especially at the holiday 
season 

Now, a lot of people who were stand-
ing in that line have children. They 
have families that are relying on them 
to put food on the table. There are peo-
ple in my district who I have talked to 
who say that they are going to go with-
out having a holiday this December be-
cause the only thing they can do is to 
provide enough money to keep a roof 
over their head, food on the table, and 
gas in the car so that they can keep 
looking for a job. 

So I would encourage the leadership 
here to do everything that they can to 
allow us to vote to extend the unem-
ployment emergency compensation 
that is set to expire on December 28; 
20,000 Nevadans in my home State are 
relying on it, and I know millions of 
other Americans are as well. 

Let me just close to my colleague 
from California by also offering one 
more suggestion of ways in which we 
can get America working again. I in-
troduced legislation, Putting Our Vet-
erans Back to Work Act of 2013. 

One other interesting fact about Ne-
vada, about a third of our constituents 
are veterans. These are people who 
have given their all to protect our 
country’s freedom in a time of combat; 
and now all they ask for when they 
come home is an opportunity for a job, 
an opportunity for decent housing, for 
quality health care, access to edu-
cation for themselves and their kids. 

So, with my colleagues, I have intro-
duced H.R. 3454, the Putting Our Vet-
erans Back to Work Act. It renews our 
vow to hire our heroes by reauthorizing 
the transition, retraining, and employ-
ment services that have been created. 
It expands our vow to veteran small 
business owners to ensure that they 
have access to capital that they need 
for the veteran-owned small businesses 
that we are encouraging to grow. 

It builds on our vow to hire heroes by 
basically committing additional re-
sources through job training, the 
Workforce Investment Act system, to 
ensure that our veterans are given pri-
ority for hiring. 

Finally, it ensures that our veterans 
are not being discriminated against in 
the workplace. So this is an important 
contribution I think to the Make It in 
America proposal, and I think it speaks 
to the other opportunities that we have 
here today to grow our economy. 

I just want to close by saying to Mr. 
GARAMENDI that it is great that we can 
have a focus on what we can do in this 
Congress. Again, I have only been here 

a year, and it is frustrating to hear 
what we can’t do: the fact that we 
haven’t been able to pass comprehen-
sive immigration reform or employ-
ment protections for individuals re-
gardless of who they love, the fact that 
there are infrastructure bills that have 
been proposed by the Make It in Amer-
ica proposal that have bipartisan sup-
port so we can revitalize our country. 

We can do great things if this body, if 
the Members on the other side who 
have refused to allow these bills to 
come to a vote, if they could meet us 
halfway. We can meet the needs of the 
American public. We can provide equal 
pay for equal work and make sure that 
women are paid the wages that they 
deserve. We can invest in education 
and make sure that our schools are 
adequately funded. We can replace the 
sequester and make sure that our kids 
have a head start at a bright future, 
and we can strengthen our social safety 
net for seniors and the poor and those 
who are in the middle class. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no shortage of 
what we can do to increase oppor-
tunity, to grow the economy and to 
create jobs. This Congress just needs to 
show the willingness to work, to put 
the American people back to work. 

I want to commend, again, my col-
league, Mr. GARAMENDI, and the others 
who have spoken this evening for put-
ting this issue front and center. This is 
the priority that the American people 
want us to focus on: jobs, jobs, jobs. 
Thank you. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Thank you so very 
much, Mr. HORSFORD. Thank you for 
your passion, for your knowledge, for 
your concern about your constituents, 
and particularly about those men and 
women that are from the military. 

I also have two major Air Force bases 
in my district with a very large popu-
lation of veterans, both young and old, 
from the various wars and conflicts of 
the past. And they need a shot. Your 
legislation ought to be the law. It sim-
ply should be the law of the land. We 
should put these people back to work. 
We showed the picture earlier of the 
people lined up; 147 of those were vet-
erans. I think about 14 were actually 
hired that day and given a chance. 

I often put this up when we have 
these opportunities to speak on the 
floor about jobs and putting men and 
women back to work, because this is 
kind of a compass that I like to use 
when I think about legislation, when I 
think about what we ought to be doing 
here. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, FDR, 
talking about a New Deal, he said this: 

A test of our progress is not whether we 
add more to the abundance of those who 
have much, it is whether we provide enough 
for those who have too little. 

We need to think about that often 
here on the floor. The issues that we 
have talked about today—putting peo-
ple back to working, the minimum 
wage, and unemployment insurance, 
and food stamps or the SNAP pro-
gram—all speak to this fundamental 
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test of America’s moral compass. A 
test of our progress is not whether we 
add more to the abundance of those 
who have much. It is whether we pro-
vide enough for those who have too lit-
tle. 

December 28—Representative 
HORSFORD laid out that date—Decem-
ber 28, millions upon millions of Amer-
icans will lose their unemployment in-
surance, not because they are lazy, not 
because they don’t want to work. 
These people, 971 of them last Friday in 
my district at my jobs fair, they want 
to go to work. Many of them will lose 
their unemployment insurance on De-
cember 28. 

Joining us today is a remarkable 
woman, incredible background in car-
ing about the people of America, work-
ing on a national program to make 
sure that women have a good shot. In-
cidentally, let me put this up there 
just before I introduce Representative 
EDWARDS. Today is a remarkable day 
for women. The new CEO of General 
Motors is a woman. She is not going to 
be on the unemployment line. She has 
spent 30-some years with General Mo-
tors, has visited the very, very top. I 
understand coming from the factory 
floor, all the way to the top. That is 
your story too, DONNA EDWARDS, in-
credible Representative from the State 
of Maryland. I think you wanted to 
talk to us about your citizens, your 
constituents. 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia because every week you are here 
talking about what we can do and what 
we should be doing to create jobs in 
this country. 

Now, I have heard it said by some 
that there is nothing that the Congress 
can or should do to try to create jobs. 
Well, that is just a bunch of hooey. We 
know that the Federal Government, 
Mr. Speaker, has a lot of capacity to 
help spur private sector job creation, 
but we haven’t done it in this Congress. 
We have had an opportunity, but we 
haven’t done it in this Congress. 

I thought as you put that quote up 
there by Franklin Roosevelt, when I 
think of all the memorials there are 
here in Washington, D.C.—and there 
are plenty of them, free to the public, 
paid by the taxpayers. One of my favor-
ite is the FDR memorial, and the rea-
son is because as you are walking 
through that memorial, you have 
there, in bronze, replicas of people 
standing in line: standing in line wait-
ing for assistance, standing in line 
waiting for a job. 

When President Franklin Roosevelt 
saw what was happening in this coun-
try, try to come out of that Great De-
pression, he didn’t say, oh, well, there 
is nothing we can do. Now, it is true, he 
did have some Members of Congress 
who were fighting him every step of 
the way, who didn’t want to do what it 
would take to wholesale the Federal 
Government all in, investing in the 
American public, investing in job 
training, investing in rebuilding this 

country. Franklin Roosevelt knew the 
difference, and he pushed for that so 
that all of those people standing in 
that line would have jobs. And that is 
what I see when I go to the memorial. 

Now, if you take the trail along from 
the FDR memorial, you can walk along 
the pathway and it brings you to the 
new Martin Luther King, Jr. Memo-
rial—another great man who stood at 
the foot of the Lincoln Memorial, call-
ing for us to put people to work for 
equality, right on the steps of the Lin-
coln Memorial. 

Each man, including Lincoln, in their 
time calling on the Congress: do the 
right thing. Well, now, Mr. GARAMENDI, 
it is our time. It is our time to invest 
in our infrastructure that by all ac-
counts is crumbling. And you know 
what, we don’t even need experts to see 
that our roads, our bridges, our rail-
ways are crumbling. We don’t need 
those experts because we can see that 
for ourselves. I see it when I drive over 
some of our bridges in Maryland. I see 
it across our roads. I see the crumbling 
bridges. 

Now we wait. When a bridge does in 
fact fall, potentially injuring or even 
killing people, and certainly killing 
the economy around it, oh, we are all 
in. The Congress is right there, inject-
ing the Federal resources that it takes, 
but why do we have to wait until a 
bridge falls for the Congress to do the 
right thing to invest in our infrastruc-
ture, knowing that every investment of 
a billion dollars creates 35,000 new jobs 
in the economy? 

If we were doing what it would take 
just to keep up, we would be investing 
about $200 billion. Think of the mil-
lions of jobs we could create by making 
those investments. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Excuse me for in-
terrupting. 

Ms. EDWARDS. Go right ahead. 
Mr. GARAMENDI. You are talking 

about some really, really important 
issues here. Bridges falling down? 

Ms. EDWARDS. Bridges falling down. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. One of the reasons 
is this: this is the infrastructure in-
vestment from 2002 to 10 years later. 
That is about an $85 billion reduction 
in infrastructure investment. 

I wanted just to drive home the point 
that you have made about putting peo-
ple to work and about what happens 
when you bring down the infrastruc-
ture investment. People are unem-
ployed, construction workers and be-
yond. 

Ms. EDWARDS. I thank the gen-
tleman for pointing that out. Because 
what we can see is that with that dec-
ades-long disinvestment in our infra-
structure, not only do we have new 
needs, but we have the old ones, the old 
repairs stacking up. 

I am glad that you mentioned unem-
ployment, because as the gentleman 
from Nevada mentioned, unemploy-
ment in so many areas is still up there. 
Now, across the country, I am proud to 

say that last week unemployment 
numbers were reported 7 percent—the 
lowest since November 2008, the lowest 
since when I first came into this Con-
gress. In some ways, it has been despite 
us. I think the President, the adminis-
tration, have done all of the things 
that they can do, the private sector 
that they can do. 

But think if we had those infrastruc-
ture investments. We could tick off 2 
more percentage points on unemploy-
ment with a robust investment in this 
Nation’s infrastructure. That is about 
building for the future; that is about 
building for the 21st-century economy. 
Yet here we are—and as the gentleman 
from Nevada pointed out—unemploy-
ment benefits end for about 1.3 million 
people; 1.9 million Americans’ unem-
ployment will end December 28. 

Now, here we are in Congress—and we 
have taken a lot of breaks this year 
without creating any jobs, and we are 
about to take another one, another 
really long one—and on December 28 
some of our Members will be finishing 
up their holiday leftovers. Some people 
will be sitting with their children look-
ing through their toys and the goodies 
that they have gotten over the holiday 
season, and then there will be 1.9 mil-
lion Americans who will lose their un-
employment benefits in the first half of 
2014, 1.3 million who will lose those 
benefits on December 28, and we will be 
opening up gifts. That is an embarrass-
ment; it is an absolute embarrassment. 

So while we could be doing things 
that create jobs and opportunity for 
the American people, instead we are 
doing something that is actually going 
to cost jobs. Not extending unemploy-
ment benefits, not only is it bad for all 
of those people who will lose their ben-
efits; it also is going to cost the econ-
omy another 200,000 jobs. So what we 
are doing in our inaction in Congress is 
actually counterproductive to putting 
the American people back to work. 

Do you know what? I would like to 
say that it is the responsibility of all of 
us as Members of Congress; but the fact 
is, much to our chagrin, Democrats 
don’t control the gavel in this House; 
the Republicans control it. And tomor-
row, and certainly within the next 72 
hours before we leave town for vaca-
tion, Republicans could put a bill on 
the floor that would extend unemploy-
ment benefits that would expire on De-
cember 28 for the American people so 
that those unemployed persons can af-
ford to have a Christmas, a holiday, for 
their families. But I don’t see it in the 
offing. I can tell you this right now: if 
Democrats controlled that gavel, Mr. 
Speaker, we would be extending unem-
ployment benefits, but we are not 
doing that. 

I want to close very quickly and have 
a little bit of a dialogue, because I 
want to tell you what unemployment 
means. It means 37 percent of the un-
employed workers in this country have 
been unemployed for more than 6 
months. So it is true, our unemploy-
ment numbers have ticked down; but 
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for 37 percent of those unemployed 
workers, it has been a long time. These 
are skilled workers. They are laborers 
who because the construction jobs are 
not quite up to par they are not work-
ing the way that they were. They are 
people who have scientific and tech-
nical skills. Because we are not making 
the kinds of investments we need in re-
search and development, and I know 
that has been of particular importance 
to the gentleman, those workers are 
unemployed. 

The gentleman put up the picture 
there of the people who were standing 
in line in his district at a job fair. Well, 
I held a job fair in my district. Over 
2,000 people, 100 employers, job seekers, 
people who want to work, who are un-
employed now but who want to work. 
What is the harm in providing unem-
ployment benefits for those workers? 

Now, I have heard some on the other 
side of the aisle say things like, well, if 
you provide unemployment benefits, 
then it will make people less likely to 
go out and find a job. Well, clearly that 
is somebody who has never received un-
employment benefits. I had the misfor-
tune of having to apply for unemploy-
ment at one point in my life. I didn’t 
want to be unemployed, but I sure 
needed that benefit to get me to the 
point where I could then find a job. 

That is what our job seekers do—1.3 
million of them who will not have un-
employment benefits come December 
28, who will not be able to provide. For-
get providing for a holiday or a Christ-
mas celebration. How about putting 
food on the table? 

And this, Mr. GARAMENDI, at the 
same time that there are some who are 
contemplating taking away $40 billion 
from food stamps. So take away unem-
ployment benefits, take away food 
stamps, the nutrition program that 
also supplies our food pantries, and 
then say, do you know what, unem-
ployed Americans, you are on your 
own. 

Well, that is not the kind of America, 
Mr. GARAMENDI, that you and I believe 
in. We believe in the kind of America 
where as a Congress we make a deci-
sion about investing in our infrastruc-
ture, supporting research and develop-
ment so that all of those innovators 
and creators out there can create more 
jobs, making sure that we have a man-
ufacturing sector that really works in 
this country, and putting people back 
to work. 

I will just close by saying I don’t 
really get this. But I tell you what, the 
Grinch is in full force right now. The 
Grinch is out there saying, I am taking 
your unemployment, I am taking away 
your food stamps, I am not going to 
create any jobs. Do you know what? 
That is not good for America. But we 
are saying, Happy Holidays, and in 72 
hours the Congress goes home and peo-
ple who are on unemployment lose 
their benefits. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Congresswoman 
EDWARDS, thank you very much. I have 
known you for the almost 4 years that 

I have been here. The passion that you 
have for the American people is un-
matched. Your willingness to stand for 
them has been seen in many pieces of 
legislation and votes and also on the 
floor of the House of Representatives. I 
thank you for that. 

How correct you are. We are going to 
leave here Friday, probably around 
noontime. The question Americans 
ought to ask us is: So what have you 
done for America? Tell us what you 
have done, Congress, for America. 

I will tell you what we want to do. 
We want to put people back to work. 
This ought not be America. This is the 
inside of the hall where we had the 40 
employers that were looking to hire a 
few people. The outside of the hall, 
that was 200 yards in 35 degree weather, 
people standing there well over an 
hour, some an hour and a half, two 
hours, wanting to at least get a shot at 
a job. 

Have we forgotten, have we forgotten 
about Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
moral compass, the moral compass 
that we ought to be employing here? I 
am going to put up something. Ms. 
EDWARDS, if you will just stick around 
just a few moments. 

America has gone back to work, at 
least some Americans have gone back 
to work. This is the recovery; this is 
the reduction in the unemployment. 
The moral compass of America. Are we 
doing more for those who have much or 
are we doing for those who have little? 

This is the fact of the growth of the 
American economy, the creation of 
wealth, the creation of wealth in Amer-
ica. Billions of dollars. New wealth cre-
ated. Where did it go? Where did that 
wealth go? Where did all the labor, all 
the hard work, all the men and women 
that got up in the morning and went to 
work, put in their 8 hours or 12 hours, 
their 40 hours a week or more, where 
did that labor, where did it go, what 
was the result of it? 

Here it is. Here is the fact. The tale 
of two Americans: 95 percent of the 
wealth created in America from 2009 to 
2012 went to the top 1 percent of Ameri-
cans. So all those people out there, all 
the 99 percenters that worked day in 
and day out, that struggled for a job, 
that stood in line to get a job, what did 
they get? They got 5 percent of the new 
wealth of the wealth created in this 
Nation. 

This is an indictment of the funda-
mental policies of this Nation. It 
wasn’t always that way. During the 
Clinton period, the top 1 percent did 
very well. They got 45 percent of the 
wealth. The top 1 percent took 45 per-
cent home. They did leave 55 percent 
for the 99 percent. 

This isn’t just happening because the 
Sun comes up in the morning and sets 
in the evening. This happens because of 
public policy, tax policy, employment 
policy, social welfare policies, food pro-
grams, unemployment programs, and 
the crash of the American economy 
caused by greed, Wall Street greed 
principally, and greed of others to be 
sure. 

Keep in mind, America, this is our 
Nation today. Work hard? No, you may 
not get ahead. Keep in mind the moral 
compass of Franklin Delano Roosevelt: 

The test of our progress is not whether we 
add more to the abundance of those who 
have much; it is rather whether we provide 
enough for those who have too little. 

December 28 is coming. Today is the 
10th of December. Eighteen days. Just 
after Christmas, 3 days after Christ-
mas, days after the holidays, 1.7 mil-
lion Americans are going to lose their 
unemployment insurance and, since 
the farm bill hasn’t been brought to 
the floor, the question of what kind of 
cuts will be made in the farm programs 
specifically for the food programs. 

It is not the loafers that are out 
there, although there are some. It is 
the men and women that stood in line 
waiting for a job in my district last 
Friday, stood in line at Representative 
EDWARDS’ job fair here in Maryland in 
the past days, those people, unem-
ployed, depending upon the supple-
mental food program, the senior citi-
zens who are trying to make it with 
the meager benefits of Social Security. 
They are the ones that are receiving 
the supplemental food program, the 
food stamps. $40 billion over the next 5 
to 10 years taken away, away from 
farmers’ income, yes, and away from 
the men and women that are hungry. 

One more thing. I am going to put 
this up. I have seen this so many times. 
You want to take $40 billion away from 
the children of America? Is that what 
our Republican leadership wants to do? 
This is the face of America’s children 
right there. One out of every four chil-
dren in this Nation wondering where 
their next meal is coming from. Jobs? 
Absolutely. Unemployment benefits? 
Essential, unless you want this to be 
the American story. Food stamps? 
That is where he gets his food; that is 
where these American children are able 
to get their food during these hard 
times. They want to cut it. Where is 
the moral compass in that? Where is 
the fundamental moral compass when 
one out of four children in this Nation 
goes to bed hungry? 

b 1745 

Where is the moral compass that 
takes 95 percent of the wealth created 
in this Nation and gives it to the 1 per-
cent who have millions and, indeed, 
billions? Something is wrong here. 

Ms. EDWARDS. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. GARAMENDI. I yield to the gen-
tlelady. 

Ms. EDWARDS. As the gentleman 
was speaking, I thought to myself: 
What could the American people do if 
they learned that on December 28 un-
employment benefits will end for 1.3 
million of their fellow Americans? Is 
there something they could do? 

Well, I always thought when I wasn’t 
in Congress that the one thing people 
can do to stop this atrocity so that we 
can fix it before we leave town in 72 
hours, they can call their Members of 
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Congress. They can use social media 
and reach out to their Members of Con-
gress. That is what they can do because 
this should not be allowed to happen. 
We can create jobs so that, come the 
spring construction season, workers go 
back to work. But in the meantime, 
people can call their Member of Con-
gress and say: Extend unemployment 
benefits, or don’t go home for Christ-
mas. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. We will go home 
for Christmas, and how many hungry 
will there be? How many unemployed 
will there be? We have work to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today and December 11. 

Mr. DOYLE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and December 11 on 
account of a death in the family. 

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of attend-
ing to family acute medical care and 
hospitalization. 

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness. 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (at the re-
quest of Mr. CANTOR) for today and the 
balance of the week on account of the 
birth of her daughter. 

Mr. CONAWAY (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of in-
clement weather. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker pro tempore, Mr. DENHAM, on 
Monday, December 9, 2013. 

H.R. 3626. An act to extend the 
Undetectable Firearms Act of 1988 for 10 
years. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 47 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, December 11, 2013, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4038. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Food 
Additive Regulations; Incorporation by Ref-
erence of the Food chemicals Codex, 7th Edi-
tion [Docket No.: FDA-2010-F-0320] received 

December 3, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

4039. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the fis-
cal year 2012 report entitled, ‘‘Operation and 
Financial Support of Military Museums’’; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

4040. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Final Priority; Rehabili-
tation Training: Rehabilitation Long-Term 
Training Program--Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Counseling [CFDA Number: 84.129B] re-
ceived November 22, 2013, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

4041. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Program Integrity Issues 
[Docket ID: ED-2010-OPE-0004] (RIN: 1840- 
AD02) received November 22, 2013, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

4042. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Student Assist-
ance General Provisions, Federal Perkins 
Loan Program, Federal Family Education 
Loan Program, and William D. Ford Federal 
Direct Loan Program [Docket ID: ED-2013- 
OPE-0063] (RIN: 1840-AD12) received Novem-
ber 22, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

4043. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Advisory Com-
mittee; Veterinary Medicine Advisory Com-
mittee; Termination [Docket No.: FDA-2013- 
N-1380] received December 2, 2013, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

4044. A letter from the Associate Bureau 
Chief, Federal Communications Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Special Access for Price Cap Local Exchange 
Carriers; AT&T Corporation Petition for 
Rulemaking to Reform Regulation of Incum-
bent Local Exchange Carrier Rates for Inter-
state Special Access Services WC [Docket 
No.: 05-25] [RM-10593] received November 26, 
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4045. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Communication of Operational 
Information Between Natural Gas Pipelines 
and Electric Transmission Operators [Docket 
No.: RM13-17-000; Order No. 787] received No-
vember 26, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

4046. A letter from the Secretary of the 
Commission, Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Guides for Private Vocational and Distance 
Education Schools received November 26, 
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

4047. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Bureau for Legislative and Public Af-
fairs, Agency for International Development, 
transmitting a formal response to the GAO 
report ‘‘Global Food Security: USAID is Im-
proving Coordination but Needs to Require 
Systematic Assessments of Country-Level 
Risks’’; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

4048. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, transmitting 
Transmittal No. 13-66, Notice of Proposed 
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance, 

pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, as amended; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

4049. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter 
regarding a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Department of Defense and De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Trade of Canada; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

4050. A letter from the Administrator, 
Agency for International Development, 
transmitting the semiannual report on the 
activities of the Office of Inspector General 
for the period April 1, 2013, through Sep-
tember 30, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

4051. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

4052. A letter from the Senior Deputy 
Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts, 
transmitting the Semiannual Report of the 
Inspector General and the Semiannual Re-
port on Final Action Resulting from Audit 
Reports, Inspection Reports, and Evaluation 
Reports for the period April 1, 2013 through 
September 30, 2013; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

4053. A letter from the Chair, Securities 
and Exchange Commission, transmitting the 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
and a separate management report for the 
period April 1, 2013 through September 30, 
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. 
Act), section 5(b); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

4054. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s 
quarterly report from the Office of Privacy 
and Civil Liberties for the third quarter of 
fiscal year 2013 April 1, 2013 — June 30, 2013; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

4055. A letter from the Administrator, 
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development Cor-
poration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Corporation’s annual finan-
cial audit and management report for the fis-
cal year 2013, in accordance with OMB Cir-
cular A-136; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

4056. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Divi-
dend Equivalents from Sources within the 
United States [TD 9648] (RIN: 1545-BK53] re-
ceived December 5, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

4057. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — User 
Fees for Processing Installment Agreements 
and Offers in Compromise [TD 9647] (RIN: 
1545-BL37) received December 5, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

4058. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Vol-
untary Witholding on Dividends and Other 
Distributions by Alaska Native Corporations 
[Notice 2013-77] received December 5, 2013, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

4059. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — 2013 
Base Period T-Bill Rate (Rev. Rul. 2013- 
24)received December 5, 2013, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 
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4060. A letter from the Chief, Publications 

and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Rul-
ings and Determination Letters (Rev. Proc. 
2014-7) received December 5, 2013, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

4061. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Net 
Investment Income Tax [TD 9644] (RIN: 1545- 
BK44) received December 5, 2013, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. UPTON (for himself, Mr. WAX-
MAN, Mr. TERRY, Mr. GENE GREEN of 
Texas, and Mr. BILIRAKIS): 

H.R. 3683. A bill to amend the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 to improve 
United States-Israel energy cooperation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, and Foreign Affairs, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr. 
MCKINLEY, Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. 
LUETKEMEYER): 

H.R. 3684. A bill to prohibit Federal fund-
ing of foreign travel by the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency until 
the Agency conducts public listening ses-
sions on rulemaking targeting carbon diox-
ide emissions from existing power plants in 
each of the 15 States with the highest per-
centage of electricity generated by coal in 
2012; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Agri-
culture, and Science, Space, and Technology, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BARLETTA (for himself, Mr. 
MEEHAN, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. RUNYAN, 
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. PERRY, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
LANCE, Mr. JOYCE, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. 
RENACCI, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr. GERLACH, 
Mr. JONES, Mr. BACHUS, Mrs. NOEM, 
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Mr. 
HUIZENGA of Michigan, Mr. GRIMM, 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. HANNA, 
Mr. MCKINLEY, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. 
FINCHER, Mr. COTTON, Mr. SHUSTER, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. PITTS, Mr. COLLINS 
of New York, Mr. MARINO, and Mr. 
BARR): 

H.R. 3685. A bill to ensure that emergency 
services volunteers are not counted as full- 
time employees under the shared responsi-
bility requirements contained in the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (for 
himself, Mr. JOYCE, and Mr. GRAVES 
of Missouri): 

H.R. 3686. A bill to require official White 
House meals and meals served at White 
House or Department of Agriculture cafe-
terias to be in compliance with the nutrition 
requirements for the school breakfast pro-
gram and the school lunch program; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 

Reform, and in addition to the Committee on 
Agriculture, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. THORN-
BERRY, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. BROUN of 
Georgia, Mr. COFFMAN, Mrs. BACH-
MANN, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. 
LAMALFA, Mr. YOHO, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. NUNNELEE, Mr. GOHMERT, 
Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. POSEY, Mr. 
FLEMING, Mr. BENTIVOLIO, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, and Mr. CON-
AWAY): 

H.R. 3687. A bill to amend the National His-
toric Preservation Act to provide that if the 
head of the agency managing Federal prop-
erty objects to the inclusion of certain prop-
erty on the National Register or its designa-
tion as a National Historic Landmark for 
reasons of national security, the Federal 
property shall be neither included nor des-
ignated until the objection is withdraw, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. JEFFRIES (for himself and Ms. 
MENG): 

H.R. 3688. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to direct the Bureau of Prisons 
to provide certain voting information to 
Federal prisoners upon their release from 
prison; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. JORDAN (for himself and Mr. 
BARROW of Georgia): 

H.R. 3689. A bill to restore Second Amend-
ment rights in the District of Columbia; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
HONDA): 

H.R. 3690. A bill to increase the participa-
tion of women, girls, and underrepresented 
minorities in STEM fields, to encourage and 
support students from all economic back-
grounds to pursue STEM career opportuni-
ties, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. KILDEE: 
H.R. 3691. A bill to amend title 10, United 

States Code, to require additional disclo-
sures when lending to military members and 
their dependents, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. LOEBSACK: 
H.R. 3692. A bill to authorize a competitive 

grant program to implement and evaluate 
digital learning in rural locales; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. NOLAN (for himself, Mr. FARR, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. WALZ, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, and Mr. LOEBSACK): 

H. Con. Res. 70. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the critical contributions inter-
national volunteers provide to the United 
States; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. DEUTCH (for himself and Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN): 

H. Res. 435. A resolution calling on the gov-
ernment of Iran to fulfill their promises of 
assistance in this case of Robert Levinson, 
one of the longest held United States civil-
ians in our Nation’s history; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. LOWENTHAL (for himself, Ms. 
BASS, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. CHU, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. COSTA, 
Mr. CROWLEY, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
FARR, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. 
GUTIÉRREZ, Ms. HAHN, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
Mr. HONDA, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Mr. KEATING, Ms. LEE of 
California, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. LOFGREN, 
Ms. MATSUI, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. 

MCGOVERN, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD, 
Mr. PETERS of California, Mr. RUIZ, 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, 
Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California, 
Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 
WAXMAN, and Ms. WILSON of Florida): 

H. Res. 436. A resolution recognizing the 
65th anniversary of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and the celebration of 
‘‘Human Rights Day’’; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. UPTON: 
H.R. 3683. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution. 
By Mrs. CAPITO: 

H.R. 3684. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 9 Clause 7 
No Money shall be drawn from the Treas-

ury but in Consequence of Appropriations 
made by Law 

By Mr. BARLETTA: 
H.R. 3685. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution. 
By Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois: 

H.R. 3686. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Necessary and Proper Clause 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The Congress shall have Power *** To 

make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by 
the Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof. 

Spending Authorization/General Welfare 
Clause 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The Congress shall have Power to lay and 

collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, 
to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United 
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises 
shall be uniform throughout the United 
States. 

By Mr. ISSA: 
H.R. 3687. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Because this bill affects the national secu-

rity of the United States, in that it protects 
Federally-owned land dedicated to national 
security from regulatory encroachment, 
Congress has the power to enact this legisla-
tion pursuant to Article 1, Section 8, Clause 
1 of the United States Constitution which 
empowers Congress ‘‘To . . . provide for the 
common defence [sic] and general Welfare of 
the United States,’’ Article 1, Section 8, 
Clauses 11 through 16 which give Congress 
additional authorities to ensure the national 
security of the United States; and Article 1, 
Section 8, Clause 18, which empowers Con-
gress ‘‘To make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other 
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Powers vested by this Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof.’’ 

By Mr. JEFFRIES: 
H.R. 3688. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause I of the United 

States Constitution related to general wel-
fare of the United States. 

By Mr. JORDAN: 
H.R. 3689. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clause 17 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
H.R. 3690. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 (relating to 

the power of Congress to provide for the gen-
eral welfare of the United States) and Clause 
18 (relating to the power to make all laws 
necessary and proper for carrying out the 
powers vested in Congress) 

By Mr. KILDEE: 
H.R. 3691. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. Art. I, § 8. 

By Mr. LOEBSACK: 
H.R. 3692. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause I of the Con-

stitution which grants Congress the power to 
provide for the general Welfare of the United 
States. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 7: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 60: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. 
H.R. 196: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. 
H.R. 494: Mr. PALLONE, Mr. COBLE, Mr. 

MAFFEI, and Mrs. CAPPS. 
H.R. 562: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 637: Mr. GRAYSON. 
H.R. 685: Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mrs. BEATTY, and 

Mr. DEUTCH. 
H.R. 713: Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas, Mr. 

THORNBERRY, Mr. VELA, Ms. SLAUGHTER, and 
Mr. CONAWAY. 

H.R. 721: Mr. CASSIDY and Mr. KINGSTON. 
H.R. 724: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 792: Mr. STUTZMAN. 
H.R. 855: Mr. LOBIONDO. 
H.R. 915: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. 
H.R. 1209: Mr. MCCARTHY of California, Mr. 

SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. MARINO, Mr. SHUSTER, 
Mr. RANGEL, Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Mr. 
MCHENRY, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
DEUTCH, Mr. SIRES, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, and 
Mr. DINGELL. 

H.R. 1250: Mr. PETRI. 
H.R. 1255: Mr. STEWART. 
H.R. 1317: Mr. PETERS of California. 
H.R. 1339: Mr. HANNA. 
H.R. 1616: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1701: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 1714: Mr. HONDA. 
H.R. 1726: Mr. TIBERI. 
H.R. 1787: Mr. SHIMKUS and Mr. BEN RAY 

LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
H.R. 1812: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 1984: Mrs. ELLMERS. 
H.R. 2012: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 2027: Mr. STUTZMAN. 
H.R. 2056: Mr. HONDA. 
H.R. 2134: Mr. MASSIE. 
H.R. 2223: Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. 
H.R. 2309: Mr. VELA, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. 

BRALEY of Iowa, and Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 2662: Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. 

LYNCH, Mr. COHEN, and Mr. LOWENTHAL. 
H.R. 2697: Mr. COOK. 
H.R. 2727: Mr. GOWDY. 
H.R. 2780: Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York and 

Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 2788: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 2791: Mr. DENHAM. 
H.R. 2835: Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. 
H.R. 2841: Mr. LOEBSACK. 
H.R. 2866: Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. FARR, Mr. 

FLEISCHMANN, and Mr. TIPTON. 
H.R. 2909: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

VISCLOSKY, and Ms. ESTY. 
H.R. 2918: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. 
H.R. 2939: Ms. SLAUGHTER and Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 2989: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 2994: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. TITUS, Mr. DEUTCH, 
Mr. SCHOCK, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. BARR, Mr. 
AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. GIBSON, Mr. 
RENACCI, Mr. KING of New York, Mr. MILLER 
of Florida, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, 
Mr. SCHNEIDER, and Mr. TAKANO. 

H.R. 3077: Mr. BUTTERFIELD. 
H.R. 3211: Mr. ROSS and Mr. HECK of Ne-

vada. 
H.R. 3279: Mr. SHUSTER and Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 3330: Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. 
H.R. 3333: Ms. SINEMA. 

H.R. 3374: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 3397: Mr. HONDA, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 

COHEN, and Mr. HIGGINS. 
H.R. 3461: Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. LEE 

of California, and Mr. ISRAEL. 
H.R. 3469: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3488: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. 

FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. WALDEN, Mr. ROSKAM, 
Mr. ROTHFUS, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. 
PITTENGER, Mr. TONKO, Mr. COHEN, and Ms. 
JENKINS. 

H.R. 3499: Mr. O’ROURKE, Mrs. NEGRETE 
MCLEOD, and Mr. LOEBSACK. 

H.R. 3505: Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 3527: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 3530: Mr. COSTA, Mr. CÁRDENAS, and 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 3531: Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. PERRY, Mr. 

FARR, Mr. JOYCE, and Mrs. BACHMANN. 
H.R. 3539: Mr. NEUGEBAUER. 
H.R. 3590: Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. GINGREY of 

Georgia, Mr. CRAWFORD, Ms. JENKINS, Mr. 
WALBERG, and Mr. BISHOP of Utah. 

H.R. 3611: Mr. MULVANEY. 
H.R. 3646: Mrs. CHRISTENSEN and Mr. 

MEEKS. 
H.R. 3649: Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. 
H. Con. Res. 16: Mr. SOUTHERLAND, Mr. 

ROSS, and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H. Res. 30: Ms. KELLY of Illinois and Mr. 

SMITH of Missouri. 
H. Res. 36: Mr. DIAZ-BALART. 
H. Res. 281: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H. Res. 284: Mr. TERRY. 
H. Res. 302: Mr. ROHRABACHER. 
H. Res. 411: Mr. NUGENT. 
H. Res. 417: Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. KING of 

Iowa, Mr. DINGELL, and Mr. DUNCAN of South 
Carolina. 

H. Res. 418: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. 
KEATING. 

H. Res. 423: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H. Res. 424: Ms. DELAURO, Ms. BROWNLEY of 

California, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. GARCIA, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. ESTY, Mr. THOMPSON 
of California, Mr. ENYART, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
ISRAEL, Ms. PINGREE of Maine, Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. BISHOP of 
New York, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. 
RAHALL, Mr. ANDREWS, Ms. HAHN, Ms. 
WATERS, Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, 
Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. WAXMAN, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. COSTA, Mr. O’ROURKE, 
Mr. MURPHY of Florida, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. 
VARGAS, and Mr. COHEN. 
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